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Prelude to War
[Disclaimer: These events are not presented as “causes of the War”; but, are
intended to provide a “context” of what happened just before the Civil War began.]

●

Industrialization in the North/Cotton is “King” in the South

•

Compromise of 1850 & the Fugitive Slave Act

•

Abolitionist Activity/Publication of Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852)

•

Kansas–Nebraska Act of 1854

•

Dred Scott Decision (1857)

• John Brown’s Raid on Harper’s Ferry(1859)/Development of
Southern Militias
•

Democrats Split over Slavery/Lincoln (A Republican) Elected

• Southern States Secede from the Union – Form the
Confederacy (1861)
• Confederate Forces Fire on Ft. Sumter/Lincoln Threatens to
Invade Southern States to “Preserve the Union” (April 1861)

The Industrial Revolution was a period from the 18th to the 19th century where
major changes in agriculture, manufacturing, mining, and transport had a profound
effect on society starting in the United Kingdom, then subsequently spreading
throughout Europe, North America, and eventually the world.
Starting in the later part of the 18th century there began a transition in parts of Great
Britain's previously manual labor and draft-animal–based economy towards
machine-based manufacturing. It started with the mechanization of the textile
industries, the development of iron-making techniques and the increased use of
refined coal.
Trade expansion was enabled by the introduction of canals, improved roads and
railways. The introduction of steam power fuelled primarily by coal, wider
utilization of water wheels and powered machinery (mainly in textile manufacturing)
underpinned the dramatic increases in production capacity.
The development of all-metal machine tools in the first two decades of the 19th
century facilitated the manufacture of more production machines for manufacturing
in other industries. The effects spread throughout Western Europe and North
America during the 19th century, eventually affecting most of the world. The
impact of this change on society was enormous

In the NORTH,
industrialization created
urban societies based on
diverse commercial activities
(e.g., factories, trade, and
financial markets) with labor
being aggregated as needed
from independent workers.

“Two Different Societies”

In the SOUTH, rural
societies developed based
on production of raw materials
that fed the growing needs of
Northern and European
industrial societies (e.g., coal,
rice, cotton) with labor being
organized through slavery.

The Compromise of 1850 was an intricate package of five bills, passed on
September 4, 1850, intended to
defuse a confrontation between
slave states and free states over
territorial expansion after the
Annexation of Texas (December
29, 1845) and the MexicanAmerican War (1846–1848).
The Acts: Admitted California as
a free state; Settled the Texas
boundary and compensated the
state for lost lands; Granted
territorial status to New Mexico;
placed federal officers at the
disposal of slaveholders seeking
escapees (i.e., the Fugitive Slave
Act); and, Abolished the slave
trade, but not slavery, in the
District of Columbia.

Senator Henry Clay during debate on the
Compromise of 1850; Millard Fillmore
presided as Calhoun and Webster looked on.

The Compromise of 1850 avoided secession or civil war at the time and
quieted sectional conflicts for four years until the divisive Kansas–Nebraska Act

Fugitive Slave Act
The Fugitive Slave Act was passed by the US Congress on Sept. 18,
1850 as part of the “Compromise of 1850”. By this Act, any freed blacks
living in the North had to be returned to their masters in the South.
The severity of this measure led to gross
abuses and defeated its purpose: the
number of abolitionists increased, the
operations of the Underground Railroad
became more efficient, and new Personal
Liberty Laws were enacted in several
Northern states.

In 1854, runaway slave Anthony
Burns was returned to VA from
Boston under provisions of the
Fugitive Slave Act. There was a very
public court trial and the publicity
around it sparked protests from
abolitionist groups throughout the
North.

Opponents of
slavery, such as
African American
leader Harriet
Tubman, treated
the Fugitive Slave
Act as just another
complication to
their underground
RR activities.
After 1850, an important impact of the Act was to
make the neighboring country of Canada the main
destination of choice for runaway slaves.

Abolitionist Societies
Early abolitionist groups included: the Society of Friends (i.e.,
Quakers), the Pennsylvania Antislavery Society, and the New York
Manumission Society (NYMS). Thanks to the NYMS, NY abolished
slavery in 1799. In terms of numbers of slaves, this was the largest
emancipation in American history (before 1863).
At the Constitutional Convention of 1787, agreement was reached
that allowed the Federal government to abolish the international
slave trade after 20 years. By that time, all the states had passed
individual laws abolishing or severely limiting the trade, all but
Georgia outlawed the slave trade by 1798. And, in 1804, New
Jersey was the last northern state to abolish slavery.

The importation of slaves into the United States was
officially banned by Congress on January 1, 1808.

Abolitionist Leaders
In the 1830s, William
Lloyd Garrison
demanded that slaveowners repent
immediately, and set up
a system of immediate
emancipation. Together
with Theodore Weld, an
evangelical minister,
Garrison formed the
American Anti-Slavery
Society in 1833.

William Lloyd
Garrison edited
“The Liberator”

Frederick Douglass was born a
slave in Talbot Co., MD, near
Hillsboro.
He was an African-American
abolitionist, editor, orator,
author, statesman and reformer.
He escaped from slavery in 1838.
In 1841, he attended one of
Garrison’s antislavery meetings
in Boston and gave a powerful
impromptu speech which began
his career as an abolitionist.

Younger Man
Older Man

Underground Railroad
Other leaders in the abolitionist movement took a more
active role in helping slaves run a way to freedom in the
North. Most slaves ran from Southern states to freedom
through the border states of Ohio, Pennsylvania, and
Delaware.

Metaphorically, these escape
routes were like the new
railroads of the period, with
stops along the way called
“stations”, and helpers called
“conductors”. And, the whole
effort was conducted in secret
(i.e., “underground”).

Underground Railroad
Monument (1977) by Cameron
Armstrong located at Oberlin
College in Ohio

William Still, often called
"The Father of the
Underground Railroad",
helped many hundreds of
slaves to escape (as many
as 60 a month), sometimes
hiding them in his
Philadelphia home. He kept
careful records, including
short biographies of the
people he helped. He
published accounts of his
work in the book The
Underground Railroad in
1872.

William Still portrait from
his book

In 1852, Harriet Beecher Stowe authored the
famous abolitionist book “Uncle Tom’s
Cabin” which became a stage play and later
was made into a motion picture.

In the dramatic ending, Eliza and her baby escape
to freedom across the Ohio river in Winter like
many slaves did in their real life dramas.

The Stage Play was a very
popular “Musical” of the day

Kansas–Nebraska Act of 1854
The Kansas–Nebraska Act of 1854 created the territories of Kansas and
Nebraska and repealed the Missouri Compromise of 1820. It allowed
settlers in these new territories to determine if they would allow slavery
within their boundaries.
The act was designed by Democratic Sen. Stephen A. Douglas who had
defeated A. Lincoln after a widely popular series of debates in Illinois.
The act established that settlers could vote to decide whether or not to allow
slavery, in the name of popular sovereignty or rule by the people. Douglas
hoped the Act would ease relations between the North and the South,
because the South could expand slavery into new territories but the North still
had the right to abolish slavery in their states. Opponents denounced the law
as a concession to slave power in the South and there was great friction
between slave and free state advocates in Kansas and Nebraska.
The new Republican Party was created in opposition to the act and the new
party aimed to stop the expansion of slavery. This party soon emerged as
the dominant political force throughout the North.

Free States (North)

Slave States (South)

Painting of
John Brown in
Kansas State
Capitol

With the passage of the Kansas –Nebraska Act on May 30, 1854, Kansas
became a powder keg that exploded into a bloody civil war, characterized by
lynching, bushwhacking, and burning- a continuous stream of violence that
could not be contained by federal or territorial authorities along the Kansas
Missouri borders.

Dred Scott Case in the Supreme Court

Dred Scott

Chief Justice Taney

The plaintiff [Dred Scott]... with his wife and
children, were held as slaves by the defendant
[Sanford], in the State of Missouri; and Scott
brought this action in the Circuit Court of the
United States for [Missouri] to assert the
entitlement of he and his family to freedom.
The declaration was simply that he and the
defendant Sanford were citizens of different
States; and, that neither was entitled to hold the
other as “property”.
The Court held that Dred Scott, his wife and
children were “not citizens” and that they were
the same as any other “property”.

John Brown’s Raid
on the Armory at
Harper’s Ferry, VA
[Brown and his men
sketched in the engine
room at Harper’s Ferry in
1859]

After the Supreme Court’s ruling in the DredScott case, most abolitionists lost hope that
slavery could be ended by any peaceful
process. John Brown was among those
abolitionists who wanted “freedom now”. His
raid on the armory was intended to spark a
violent uprising against slavery in the South.

John Brown was
captured, tried, and
hanged for “Treason”
against the state of
Virginia

Virginia’s Militia System
The Virginia militia is an armed force composed of all citizens of the
Commonwealth of Virginia capable of bearing arms. It was established in 1607 as
part of the British militia system. From the beginning, militia service in Virginia was
compulsory for all free males. The main purpose of the Crown's militia was to repel
invasions and insurrections and to enforce the laws of the colony.
President George Washington (i.e., an experienced “militiaman”) led a group of
5,000 Virginia militiamen to put down the Whiskey Rebellion in Western PA
(1794).
President (Buchannan) sent Col. Robert E. Lee with U.S. marines to suppress
John Brown’s insurrection at Harper’s Ferry in 1859. Lee first offered the role
of attacking the engine house to the local militia units on the spot. Both Virginia
militia commanders declined and Lee turned to the Marines. Lee sent Lt. J.E.B.
Stuart, serving as a volunteer aide-de-camp, under a flag of truce to negotiate the
surrender of John Brown and his followers. They declined surrender and a fight
ensued.
During the nineteenth century, each of the states maintained its militia
differently, some more than others. Prior to the Civil War, militia units were
sometimes used by Southern states for slave control. After Harper’s Ferry,
Southern state militias were on guard against slave uprisings as envisioned
by John Brown.

Democrats Split over Slavery/Lincoln (A Republican) Elected
The United States presidential election of 1860 set the stage for the American
Civil War. The nation had been divided throughout most of the 1850s on
questions of states' rights and slavery in the territories. In 1860 this issue finally
came to a head, fracturing the formerly dominant Democratic Party into Southern
and Northern factions and bringing Abraham Lincoln and the Republican Party to
power without the support of a single Southern state.

Abraham
Lincoln

John C.
Breckinridge

Stephen A.
Douglas

John Bell

Republican

Southern
Democrat

Northern
Democrat

Constitutional
Unionist

72 (11states)

12 (1state)

39 (3 states)

180 (18 states)

Presidential election results map. Red denotes states won by Lincoln/Hamlin,
green denotes those won by Breckinridge/Lane, orange denotes those won by
Bell/Everett (i.e., VA, KY, TN), and blue denotes those won by
Douglas/Johnson (i.e., MO). Numbers indicate the number of electoral votes
allotted to each state.

Secession (i.e., is the act of withdrawing from an
organization, union, or especially a political entity.

Seven states (i.e., “deep South”) declared
their secession from the Union before
Lincoln took office on March 4, 1861:
South Carolina (December 20, 1860)
Mississippi (January 9, 1861)
Florida (January 10, 1861)
Alabama (January 11, 1861)
Georgia (January 19, 1861)
Louisiana (January 26, 1861)
Texas (February 1, 1861)

Confederate States of
America (CSA)
• CSA Constitution (11 March
1861) similar to the Union
Constitution with a Representative,
Bicameral Congress and Judicial
System
• Gave President the “line-item
veto” and a 6-yr Term of Office
• Prohibited Importation of Slaves
• Provisional Capitol at
Montgomery, Alabama

Alabama’s Resolution Insisting that the
CSA Constitution Prohibit Re-opening of
the African Slave Trade

“ We, the people of the Confederate States, each State acting in its
sovereign and independent character, in order to form a permanent federal
government, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, and secure the
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity ‘invoking the favor and
guidance of Almighty God’ do ordain and establish this Constitution for the
Confederate States of America.”

The Confederate States of America selected Jefferson Davis
on February 9, 1861, as their provisional President. Davis
graduated from West Point, had served as the United States
Secretary of War, and was a US Senator from Mississippi.

Top: Jefferson Davis & Original CSA Cabinet: L-R: Judah P. Benjamin,
Stephen Mallory, Christopher Memminger, Alexander Stephens, LeRoy
Pope Walker, Jefferson Davis, John H. Reagan and Robert Toombs
Left: Inauguration of Jeff Davis in Montgomery, AL (18 Feb 1861)

Abraham Lincoln arrived in Washington by a secret route to avoid danger, and
his movements were guarded by General Winfield Scott's soldiers. Ignoring
advice to the contrary, the President-elect rode with President Buchanan in an
open carriage to the Capitol, where he took the oath of office on the East Portico.
Chief Justice Roger Taney administered the executive oath for the seventh time.

Inaugural Procession – Lincoln riding
in a carriage with President
Buchannan tipping his hat to the
crowd

March 4, 1861 inauguration of
Abraham Lincoln as President

Lincoln and his Cabinet

William H. Seward, of New York, Secretary of State; Salmon P. Chase, of Ohio,
Secretary of the Treasury; Simon Cameron, of Pennsylvania, Secretary of War;
Gideon Welles, of Connecticut, Secretary of the Navy; Caleb Smith, of Indiana,
Secretary of the Interior; Montgomery Blair, of Maryland Postmaster - General;
and Edward Pates, of Missouri, Attorney-General.

Lincoln’s 1st Inaugural Address Ended with an Appeal for Reconciliation ...

“In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and not in mine, is the
momentous issue of civil war. The Government will not assail you. You can
have no conflict without being yourselves the aggressors. You have no oath
registered in heaven to destroy the Government, while I shall have the most
solemn one to "preserve, protect, and defend it."

I am loath to close.

We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion
may have strained it must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords
of memory, stretching from every battlefield and patriot grave to every living
heart and hearthstone all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the
Union, when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our
nature.”

After the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter on April 12,
1861 and Lincoln's subsequent call for troops on April 15,
four more states (i.e., “Northern part of the South”)
declared their secession from the Union:
Virginia (April 17, 1861; ratified by voters May 23, 1861)
Arkansas (May 6, 1861)
Tennessee (May 7, 1861; ratified by voters June 8, 1861)
North Carolina (May 20, 1861)

Secession Timeline in Virginia
January 7, 1861

Virginia calls a special session of its Assembly to
consider convening a convention on the question of
secession.

January 14, 1861

Virginia Assembly approves a convention to consider
secession

January 19, 1861

Virginia calls for a peace conference

February 4, 1861

Elections in Virginia create a pro-Union secessionist
convention

February 13, 1861

In Richmond, former President John Tyler and former
Virginia governor Henry Wise lead the notables who met
for the first time as Virginia's secessionist convention.

April 3, 1861

A "test vote" in the Virginia convention shows a 2-1
margin against secession

April 4, 1861

Virginia's secessionist convention votes 80-45 against

secession.

Critical Events Influencing Virginia’s Vote for Secession
As the situation between the Union and the Confederacy worsened,
tempers at the Virginia Secession Convention flared. A test vote on April 3 and a
binding vote on April 4 showed the convention was still 2-1 against referring the
Articles of Secession to the people. With this vote, the convention decided to send
a delegation to ask President Lincoln what his intentions were towards the
seceded states (as reported in Harper’s Weekly of April 1861).
George Randolph (later Confederate Secretary of War), William Preston
and Alexander "Sandie" Stuart met with Lincoln on April 13, the day after Fort
Sumter was fired upon. Using his inaugural speech as a basis for his discussion
with the Virginians, Lincoln told them his power would be used to "hold, occupy and
possess property and places belonging to the government and to collect duties on
imports...but that there will (would) be no invasion, no use of force against...the
people anywhere.“ Two days later (April 15th) Lincoln issued a call for 75,000
military volunteers to invade the South.
Earlier that April, some of the Virginia Secession Convention delegates
issued a public invitation for a meeting at Richmond's Metropolitan Hall. Delegates
to this meeting began arriving about the time Sumter was being attacked, so by the
time the meeting was held on April 16, a good deal of disunion sentiment had been
aroused. The next day the convention approved the wording of a referendum to be
put before the people on the ratification of the Secession Ordinance with a
popular vote to be held in Virginia on May 23, 1861.

Confederate Forces Fire on Fort
Sumter
On April 10, 1861, Brig. Gen. P. G. T.
Beauregard, in command of the
provisional Confederate forces at
Charleston, South Carolina, demanded
the surrender of the Union garrison of
Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor.
Garrison commander Anderson refused.
On April 12, Confederate batteries
opened fire on the fort, which was
unable to reply effectively. At 2:30 pm,
April 13, Major Anderson surrendered
Fort Sumter, evacuating the garrison on
the following day. The bombardment of
Fort Sumter was the opening
engagement of the American Civil
War. Although there were no casualties
during the bombardment, one Union
artillerist was killed and three wounded
(one mortally) when a cannon exploded
prematurely while firing a salute during
the evacuation on April 14.

Maj. Robert Anderson

Gen. P.G.T.Beauregard

Timeline Cont.
April 17, 1861

Virginia Secession Convention approves the wording
of a referendum of secession and calls for a popular
vote to approve it.

April 23, 1861

Virginia secessionist convention ratifies a temporary
union with the Confederacy and accepts the Southern
Constitution, subject to approval of the ordnance of
secession by popular vote in Virginia

May 23, 1861

Virginia voters ratify the Secessionist Convention
referendum by a vote of 132,201 to 37,451

“How the Virginia Voters Ratified the
Secession Ordinance” according to a
pro-union cartoon that appeared in an
1861 issue of Harper’s Weekly

Virginia’s
“Ordinance of Secession”
was passed (subject to voter
ratification) by the Secession
Convention delegates in the State
Capitol at Richmond, VA on 17 April
1861, by a vote of 88-55. The popular
vote (i.e., referendum) was held in
Virginia on 23 May 1861 and the
people approved it by a vote of
132,201 for it and 37,451 against it.]
The Purpose of the ORDINANCE
was to:
“repeal the ratification of the
Constitution of the United States of
America, by the State of Virginia, and
to resume all the rights and powers
granted [by it] to [the Federal
government] under [the U.S].
Constitution.”

The Wheeling Convention
The 1861 “Wheeling
Convention” was a series of
meetings in Western Virginia
that ultimately repealed the

Ordinance of Secession
passed by Virginia, and

established a “Restored
Government of Virginia”,
which authorized 48 Western
Virginia counties to apply for
Statehood (i.e., as the State of
West Virginia.)

Lincoln’s “Declaration of War”
For the United States, Article One,
Section Eight of the Constitution says
that "Congress shall have power to ...
declare War“.
But, Northerners believed that the
American Civil War was not a true war
because the Union Government held that
secession from the Union was illegal
and that Northern military forces were
used to restore the union by defeating in
battle the military forces of the illegally
rebelling states (i.e., the Confederate
States).
No Southern ambassador or diplomat
was accorded any status by the Union
and an armistice or peace treaty was
never an option because that would
legitimize the Confederacy as an actual
Nation.

President Lincoln and Sect. Seward

HARPER'S WEEKLY. SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 1861. By the President of the United States: A
PROCLAMATION [i.e., a defacto “Declaration of War”]
“Whereas, The laws of the United States have been for some time past and now are opposed, and the
execution thereof obstructed, in the States of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi,
Louisiana, and Texas, by combinations too powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial
proceedings, or by the powers vested in the Marshals by law :
Now, therefore, I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the United States, in virtue of the power in me
vested by the Constitution and the laws, have thought fit to call forth, and hereby do call forth,

the Militia of the several States of the Union, to the aggregate number of 75,000,
in order to suppress said combinations, and to cause the laws to be duly
executed. The details for this object will be immediately communicated to the State authorities
through the War Department.
I appeal to all loyal citizens to favor, facilitate, and aid this effort to maintain the honor, the integrity, and
the existence of our National Union and the perpetuity of popular government, and to redress wrongs
already long enough endured. I deem it proper to say that the first service assigned to the force hereby
called forth will probably be to repossess the forts, places, and property which have been seized from
the Union, and, in every event, the utmost care will be observed, consistently with the objects aforesaid,
to avoid any devastation, any destruction of, or interference with property, or any disturbance of
peaceful citizens in any part of the country; and I hereby command the persons composing the
combinations aforesaid to disperse and retire peaceably to their respective abodes within twenty days
from this date.
Deeming that the present condition of public affairs presents an extraordinary occasion, I do, hereby, in
virtue of the power in me vested by the Constitution, convene both Houses of Congress. The Senators
and Representatives are therefore summoned to assemble at their respective chambers at twelve
o'clock, noon, on Thursday, the fourth day of July next, then and there to consider and determine such
measures as, in their wisdom, the public safety and interest may seem to demand. “

WAR PROCLAMATION FROM THE
GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA (May 1861)
“The sovereignty of the Commonwealth of
Virginia having been denied, her territorial rights
assailed, her soil threatened with invasion by
the authorities at Washington, and every artifice
employed which could inflame the people of the
Northern States and misrepresent our purposes
and wishes, it becomes the solemn duty of every
citizen of this State to prepare for the impending
conflict.” ...
“To this end and for these purposes, and with a
determination to repel invasion, I, John Letcher,
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, by
authority of the Convention, do hereby authorize
the commanding general of the military forces of
this State to call out, and to cause to be mustered
into the service of Virginia, from time to time, as
the public exigency may require, such additional
number of volunteers as he may deem necessary.”

JOHN LETCHER, Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia

The “UNBREAKABLE UNION”
Unionists believed that the
legal right for armed force
lay with the Constitution of
the United States, which
Unionists interpreted as
“unbreakable.”
The actions of the
Confederate states were
therefore considered illegal
(by the Unionists) because
Confederates were
“attempting to drop the
Union” as their form of
Government, which
Unionists considered an
act of rebellion or
insurrection.

Map of the division of the states during
the Civil War. Dark blue represents
Union states, including those admitted
during the war; light blue represents
Union states which permitted slavery
(border states); red represents
Confederate states. Unshaded areas
were not states before or during the Civil
War.

Overview of the American Civil War in Virginia
The first and last significant battles were held in Virginia. The first being the
Battle of 1st Manassas and the last was the Battle at Appomattox
Courthouse.
During the American Civil War, Richmond was the capital of the Confederate
States of America. The White House of the Confederacy, located a few blocks
north of the State Capital, was home to the family of Confederate President
Jefferson Davis.
Union general George B. McClellan was forced to retreat from Richmond
after his unsuccessful “Peninsular Campaign” by Robert E. Lee's Army of
Northern Virginia. Union General Pope was defeated at the Second Battle of
Manassas. Following the one-sided Confederate victory at the Battle of
Fredericksburg, Union general Hooker was defeated at Chancellorsville by
Lee's army.
Ulysses Grant's “Overland Campaign” was fought in Virginia. Grant’s
campaign included battles of attrition at the Wilderness, Spotsylvania and
Cold Harbor and ended with the Siege of Petersburg which signaled the
Confederate defeat and ultimate surrender at Appomattox Courthouse..

First Invasion/Battles of the Civil War in Virginia (1861)

After Virginia's special convention
approved an ordinance of
secession in April, 1861 & joined
the Confederacy, the Confederate
capital was moved from
Montgomery, Alabama to
Richmond, Virginia.

Marshall Hotel at
Pitt & King Sts.
in Alexandria

Moving the CSA capital to
Richmond put the southern rival to
Washington DC just 100 miles
away. That's why the first largescale Union invasion of the
Confederacy was in northern
Virginia at Alexandria, and the
first major battle occurred two
months later at Manassas.
Map of Northern Virginia Showing: Alexandria, Manassas
(circled), Gordonsville, Fredericksburg, and Richmond

On May 24, 1861, Union troops
crossed the Long Bridge and
marched along the extension of the
C&O Canal in Virginia between
Aqueduct Bridge and Alexandria.
At the same time, Union forces were
carried across the Potomac and
invaded the Alexandria wharfs in
northern Virginia.
As the Union forces entered
Alexandria, the 17th Virginia
Regiment retreated westward. No
fighting occurred, except when the
commander of the Union forces
(Elmer Ellsworth) tore down the
Confederate flag flying over a hotel
at King and Pitt Streets. James
Jackson, manager of the Marshall
House, shot Ellsworth and was shot
in return by a Union soldier (both
died).

Union Troops Crossing
the “Long Bridge” from
Washington, DC into VA –
May 24, 1861

The Long Bridge is one mile long with low
parapets, and resembles a country road. It is
about the width of three carriages, and has two
draws, one on the Washington and one on the
Virginia side. A company of flying artillery is
stationed on the bridge every night, near the
Virginia shore, with the draw raised in front.

After seizing Alexandria in May, 1861,
the Union Army was still 100 miles
north of Richmond.
The Union planned to go to
Richmond by the railroad that
connected Alexandria and Richmond
[i.e., thru Manassas Junction
(boxed) on the Alexandria & Orange
RR]
[In 1861, the more difficult route to
Richmond was by boat down the
Potomac River from Washington or
Alexandria to Aquia Creek (circled)
just North of Fredericksburg where
passengers & freight were then
transferred on to Richmond by the
Richmond, Fredericksburg, and
Potomac (RF&P) Railroad.]

So, the logistics
of getting to
Richmond and
taking the
Capitol of the
Confederacy
determined that
the Union would
invade Virginia
thru Manassas.

Union

CSA
Bull Run Creek

Manassas Battle Map
To RR Depot

In mid-July, 1861, the Union Army marched west through Fairfax to Centreville.
Union forces sparred with Confederates on July 19, 1861 at Bull Run. Two days
later on July 21, the Union Army sent most soldiers on marches across Bull Run at
Sudley Ford/Church and over the Stone Bridge. By early afternoon of the 21st,
McDowell thought he had won a glorious victory.
However, Confederate troops blocked further advance down the road from
Sudley Ford/Church to the railroad depot in Manassas; and, the battle turned when
General Jackson ordered his soldiers to “stand” rather than retreat. During the rest
of the day, more Confederates soldiers arrived on trains from the Shenandoah
Valley. These extra soldiers forced Union forces to retreat (i.e., “skedaddle”) back
to Alexandria/DC. There were no further Union attacks on Virginia in 1861.

Union
Forces

Confederate Forces

4th So. Carolina Regiment
in Trenches at Manassas
Junction (1861)

The Union Retreat after the 1st
Battle of Manassas was called the
“Great Skedaddle” by Southerners

The War in Virginia - 1862
Early Union Strategy for wining the war was called the “Anaconda Plan” which as
developed by Winfield Scott and presented to Lincoln by McClellan.
About 3 May 1861, Scott told his protégé, Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan, that he
believed an effective “blockade" of Southern ports, a strong thrust down the
Mississippi Valley with a large force, and the establishment of a line of strong
Federal positions there would isolate the disorganized Confederate nation
"and bring it to terms." Contemporary sources said McClellan called it Scott's
"boa-constrictor" plan. McClellan then presented it to the president, in greater detail,
proposing that 60,000 troops move down the Mississippi with gunboats until they
had secured the river from Cairo, Ill., to the Gulf, which, in concert with an effective
blockade, would seal off the South.
Then, they believed, Federal troops should stop, waiting for Southern Union
sympathizers to turn on their Confederate governors and compel them to surrender.
It was their belief that sympathy for secession was not as strong as it appeared and
that isolation and pressure would make the "fire-eaters" back down and allow calmer
heads to take control.
For Virginia, this Union strategy meant loss of trade by the naval blockade and
invasion by forces attempting to capture Richmond (i.e., the capitol of the
Confederacy) and/or destroy the Army of Northern Virginia (i.e., Lee’s Army).

The Union’s “Grand Strategy”
for Winning the Civil War

Union and Confederate
Strategies
•
Union to “isolate,
invade, capture the
capitol at Richmond,
VA, devastate the
Southern economy, and
destroy Confederate
armies”
•
Confederates to
“defend against
invasion and force the
Union to recognize
Southern independence
by military and/or
diplomatic means”

CSA Cotton Diplomacy – Embargo of Trade
with the North and England
The CSA attempted to restrict the export of cotton as a diplomatic tool to sway
Northern sympathy and a way of getting England’s help in negotiating a
settlement of the American Civil War.
“COTTON NOT TO COME
NORTH BY RAIL.
Gideon J, Pillow, who
commands the ‘seceshers“
of Tennessee, has issued
general orders forbidding the
transportation of cotton
Northward out of the State by
railroad, or by the Mississippi,
Tennessee, or Cumberland
River.”
Harper’s Weekly June 22, 1861

Union Diplomatic Efforts 1861 - 1863
“REV. HENRY WARD BEECHER.
WE publish herewith a portrait of
one of the greatest living preachers,
and one of the best men of our
time—the Rev. HENRY WARD
BEECHER. All England is ringing
with his eloquent appeals in favor
of our cause [i.e., the Union’s antislavery war against Southern
rebels]; and even Liverpool, sodden
in pro-slavery corruption [i.e., home
of the English ‘cotton merchants’],
listens to his speeches.”
Harper’s Weekly Nov. 14, 1863
[Henry Ward Beecher is the
brother of noted abolitionist
Harriet Beecher Stowe who wrote
Uncle Tom’s Cabin]

“WAR AND TRADE.
BEFORE the rebellion broke out, it was a common saying at the South that
the North could not fight the South because its prosperity was bound up with
the free export of Southern staples. Trade tables were quoted to show that
over two-thirds [of] our exports were of Southern growth, while nine-tenths of
our importations were landed at Northern ports; whence it was inferred that,
in default of Southern cotton, tobacco, rice, sugar, and turpentine, the
Northern States would be unable to pay for the foreign manufactures
which they consumed, and would inevitably become bankrupt. This sort
of reasoning was ventilated not only in Southern journals and speeches, but
in Northern papers devoted to the Southern cause, and in such British proslavery organs as the London Times.” Harper’s Weekly April 18, 1863

[In fact, this trade imperative did not materialize. English merchants
complained about cotton shortages and British government officials made
overtures about helping negotiate a settlement with resumption of the
cotton trade; but, British pro-CSA officials were silenced by Lincoln’s
Emancipation Proclamation because of Britain's long-standing anti-slavery
policy.]

The USF Cumberland was used for Union blockade duty off the Confederacy's
Atlantic coast, taking part in, among other things, the capture of Forts Hatteras
and Clark in late August 1861. Cumberland was anchored off Newport News,
Virginia, on 8 March 1862, when the ironclad CSS Virginia (i.e., Merrimac) came
out to attack Federal warships in Hampton Roads. The Cumberland was
rammed and sunk by the Virginia . Her own guns were unable to significantly
hinder the Confederate ironclad, and she was incapable of sailing away from the
encounter.

At dawn on 9 March 1862, CSS Virginia (i.e., Merrimac) prepared for
renewed combat. The previous day, she had utterly defeated two big Federal
warships, USS Congress and USS Cumberland , destroying both and killing
more than 240 of their crewmen. At Hampton Roads, they found the USS
Monitor and engaged it in an indecisive battle where neither “ironclad” was
able to destroy the other.

Union Monitor

Confederate
Merrimac

After 1st Manassas in 1861, the Union took the next 8 months to re-organize, re-fit,
and train a new Army of the Potomac. Under the leadership of Gen. McClellan,
this Army’s next attack on the Confederacy in Virginia was called the “Peninsular
Campaign.”

After 1st Manassas, Confederate forces in Virginia were organizing to defend
Richmond from an attack by Union forces being readied in Washington, DC.

Army of the Potomac at Camp Cumberland (near West Point) on the
Pamunkey River in Virginia (May 1862)

The Peninsular Campaign
was a series of battles from
March to July of 1862
whereby the Union sought to
fight its way up the Lower
Peninsula (i.e., between the
James and York rivers) to
capture Richmond, Virginia.
Principal battles were:
•

Yorktown

•

7 Pines

•

Fair Oaks

•

“Seven Days Battles”

Union General McClellan was initially successful against the equally cautious
Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston (who was shot at 7 Pines), but his
replacement by the more aggressive General Robert E. Lee turned the subsequent
“Seven Days Battles” around Richmond into a humiliating Union defeat.

Fortress Monroe below the James River on
the Chesapeake Bay with Union Ships
shown bringing troops/supplies for the
Peninsular Campaign

Commanders of Forces in the Peninsular Campaign

Gen. George B. McClellan

Gen. Joseph E. Johnston

Gen. Robert E. Lee

Union Forces

Confederate Forces

Confederate Forces

Army of the Potomac

Army of Northern Virginia

Army of Northern Virginia

Battle at Yorktown

Life in the Union Army with McClellan on
the Virginia Peninsula north of Yorktown

General “Stonewall”
Jackson graduated
from West Point June
30, 1846 at the
beginning of the
Mexican-American
war and he fought in
many brilliant battles
under General Scott
from Vera Cruz to
Mexico City.

He was commissioned brigadier-general June 17, 1861,
and was promoted to major-general October 7, 1861,
with the assignment to command of the Valley district.
He opened the spring campaign of 1862, on plans
developed between General Joseph E. Johnston and
himself, by attacking the enemy at Kernstown, March
23rd, where he sustained his only repulse; but which
caused the recall of a considerable Federal force
designed to strengthen McClellan in his “Peninsular
Campaign”. The next important battle was fought at
McDowell, in which Jackson won a decided victory over
Fremont. Then moving with celerity and sagacity he
drove Banks from Front Royal, struck him again at
Newtown, and at length utterly routed him. After this,
turning about on Shields, he overthrew his command
also, and thus, in one month's campaign, broke up the
Federal forces which had been sent to "crush him." In
these rapidly executed operations he had
successfully fought five battles against three
distinct armies, requiring four hundred miles of
marching to traverse the fields.
His Shenandoah Valley campaign of 1862 was never
excelled in the American Civil War.

Jackson’s Valley Campaign

Battle of 7 Pines

Union General Meagher at Fair Oaks

Charge of Union General Sickles's Brigade upon the Rebels at
the Battle of Fair Oaks

7 Days Battles
The second phase of the Peninsula Campaign
took a negative turn for the Union when Lee
replaced Johnston and launched fierce
counterattacks just east of Richmond in the
Seven Days Battles (June 25 – July 1, 1862).
Although none of these battles were significant
Confederate tactical victories (and the Battle of
Malvern Hill on the last day was a significant
Confederate defeat), the tenacity of Lee's attacks
and the sudden appearance of Stonewall
Jackson's "foot cavalry" on his western flank
unnerved McClellan, who pulled his forces

back to a base on the James River.

Battle Sites of the 7 Days
Campaign:
• Oak Grove
• Beaver Dam Creek
• Gaines Mill
• Garnett’s & Golding’s
Farm
• Savage’s Station
• Glendale and White
Oak Swamp

• Malvern Hill
Lincoln later ordered the army to return to the
Washington, D.C., area to support Maj. Gen. John
Pope's army in his Northern Virginia Campaign
and the 2nd Battle of Manassas (i.e., Bull Run.)
After this campaign, the Virginia Peninsula was relatively quiet until May
1864, when Maj. Gen. Benjamin Butler again invaded as part of his Bermuda
Hundred Campaign.

June 26-27, 1862

June 30, 1862

July 1, 1862

The 7 Days Battles (June 26 – July 1, 1862)

Battle at Savage’s RR Station – June
1862

Battle at Malvern Hill – July 1862

HARRISON'S LANDING, VIRGINIA ON THE JAMES RIVER, THE SUPPLY BASE
OF THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC FROM WHICH IT WITHDREW AFTER THE 7
DAYS BATTLES.
The Army of the Potomac was based on
the left bank of the James River, along a
space of about five miles of the river,
and to a distance of three miles back
from there, at a point from six to ten
miles below City Point The spot is
designated as Harrison's Landing. It is
about 25 miles southeast of Richmond,

Battle of 2nd
Manassas –
August 1862

Union
Maj. Gen. John Pope

VS
Confederates

Maj. Gen. James Longstreet
& Maj. Gen. “Stonewall” Jackson

Union General Sigel's Corps at the Second Battle of
Bull Run- Fought August 29, 1862. - Sketched by Mr.
Davenport (Harper’s Weekly Sept. 20, 1862)

The Second Battle of Bull Run, or “Second Manassas”, was fought August 28–
30, 1862. It was the culmination of an offensive campaign waged by Confederate
Gen. Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia against Union Maj. Gen. John
Pope's Army of Virginia, and a battle of much larger scale and numbers than the
First Battle of Bull Run (First Manassas) fought in 1861 on the same ground.
Following a wide-ranging flanking march, Confederate Maj. Gen. Thomas J.
"Stonewall" Jackson captured the Union supply depot at Manassas Junction,
threatening Pope's line of communications with Washington, D.C. Withdrawing a few
miles to the northwest, Jackson took up defensive positions on Stony Ridge. On
August 28, 1862, Jackson attacked a Union column just east of Gainesville, at
Brawner's Farm resulting in a stalemate. On that same day, the wing of Lee's army
commanded by Maj. Gen. James Longstreet broke through light Union resistance in
the Battle of Thoroughfare Gap and approached the battlefield.
Pope became convinced that he had trapped Jackson and concentrated the bulk of
his army against him. Pope’s attacks on Jackson were repulsed with heavy
casualties on both sides. At noon, Longstreet arrived on the field from Thoroughfare
Gap and took position on Jackson's right flank. On August 30, Pope renewed his
attacks. Where-after, Confederate artillery devastated a Union assault by Maj.
Gen. Fitz John Porter's V Corps. Longstreet's wing of 25,000 men in five divisions
counterattacked in the largest, simultaneous mass assault of the war. The Union
left flank was crushed and Pope’s army was driven back to Bull Run. Pope
retreated to Centreville in another “great skedaddle”.

Lincoln’s Cabinet at their 1st Reading of the Draft
Emancipation Proclamation (July 22, 1862)

Left to right: Edwin McMasters Stanton, secretary of war (seated);
Salmon Portland Chase, secretary of the treasury (standing); Lincoln;
Gideon Welles, secretary of the navy (seated); Caleb Blood Smith,
secretary of the interior (standing); William Henry Seward, secretary of
state (seated); Montgomery Blair, postmaster general (standing); and
Edward Bates, attorney general (seated)

Emancipation Proclamation of
September 22, 1862 (i.e., Abraham
Lincoln’s executive order freeing all
slaves living in states, like Virginia,
who were in “rebellion” from the
Union of the United States of
America.)
The Proclamation didn’t free slaves
living in the North or in the border
(Above) Slaves Coming into the Union Lines
states of KY, MO, MD, DE, or WV.
(Below) “Emancipation” by Thomas Nast
The Proclamation’s first effect was
for slaves that had already escaped
to the Union side, but as the Union
Army conquered the Confederacy,
thousands of slaves were freed
each day until nearly 4 million
slaves in the South were freed by
July of 1865.

Southern Reaction to Lincoln’s Proclamation
On Jan. 31, 1863, Harper’s Weekly reported that CSA President, “Jeff Davis, has
issued his annual Message to the rebel Congress. [In it] he speaks of the early
determination of England, France, and other European Powers to confine
themselves to recognizing the self-evident fact of the existence of a strict neutrality
during the progress of the war, but draws from this the conclusion that their course
of action was but an actual decision against the South, and in favor of the
Union, at the same time tending to prolong hostilities. He denounces the
conduct of the Union armies [in the South] as atrocious and cruel.”
And further, “In relation to President Lincoln's emancipation proclamation, Davis says
he may well leave it to the instincts of that common humanity which a beneficent
Creator has implanted in the breasts of our fellow-men of all countries to pass
judgment on a measure of which several millions of human beings of an inferior race,
peaceful and contented laborers in their sphere, are doomed to extermination; while,
at the same time, they are encouraged to a general assassination of their masters ... I
shall deliver to the several [Confederate] State authorities all commissioned
officers of the United States that may hereafter be captured by our forces in any of
the States embraced in the proclamation, that they may be dealt with in accordance
with the laws of those States, providing for their punishment [as] criminals
engaged in exciting servile insurrections.”

Fredericksburg – December 1862
Once again, Union forces were
headed to Richmond. This time,
by boat to Aquia Creek and thru
Fredericksburg by railroad to
Richmond (i.e., on the Potomac,
Fredericksburg, and Richmond
RR).
Union Gen. Burnside’s plan was
to cross the Rappahannock River
over pontoon bridges, go thru
Fredericksburg city and attack
Confederate forces waiting for
him on the ridges outside
Fredericksburg.
Burnside’s plan was thwarted by a
17-day delay in constructing the
pontoon bridges – during which
time Gen. Lee amassed over
75,000 defenders on the high
ground overlooking his troops.

Pontoon Bridges at Franklin’s Crossing
South of Fredericksburg City

Union troops attacking over the
Rappahannock river on pontoon
bridges toward Fredericksburg City

City

Confederate artillery and infantry lined the
heights and not a single Union soldier reached
them while 8,000 fell in the attempt.

Virginians in the War -- 1863

May 1, 1863

May 3, 1863

May 4-6, 1863

GENERAL ORDERS—No. 59.
HEAD-QUARTERS, ARMY OF
NORTHERN VIRGINIA.
May 7, 1863.
With heart-felt gratification the
General Commanding (i.e., Robert
E. Lee) expresses to the army his
sense of the heroic conduct
displayed by officers and men
during the arduous operations in
which they have just been
engaged. Under trying vicissitudes
of heat and storm you attacked
the enemy, strongly entrenched
in the depths of a tangled
wilderness, and again on the
hills of Fredericksburg, fifteen
miles distant, and, by the valor that
has triumphed on so many fields,
forced him once more to seek
safety beyond the
Rappahannock.

Lee

Jackson

Stuart

Early

After impressing J.E.B.
Stuart with his ability to
gather intelligence, John
Mosby was promoted to
First Lieutenant and
was responsible for
Stuart's "Ride around
McClellan" during the
Peninsula Campaign.
In January 1863, Stuart,
with Lee's concurrence,
authorized Mosby to
form and take command
of the 43rd Battalion of
Virginia Cavalry (i.e., a
regiment of Partisan
Rangers.)

Mosby’s Rangers – 43rd
Battalion of Virginia
Cavalry
Noted for their lightning
strikes on Union targets and
their ability to consistently
elude pursuit, the Rangers
fought a guerrilla war which
disrupted Federal
communications and supply
lines in North-western Virginia
from June 1863 – April 21,
1865. The Rangers were
formed at Rector's Cross
Roads (i.e., Rector town) near
Marshall, Virginia under the
Partisan Ranger Act of 1862, in
which the Confederate
Congress authorized the
formation of such units by
Gen. Robert E. Lee.

Top row (right to left): Lee Herverson, Ben Palmer, John
Puryear, Tom Booker, Norman Randolph, Frank Raham.
Second row: Robert Blanks Parrott, John Troop, John
W. Munson, John S. Mosby, Newell, Neely, Quarles.
Third row: Walter Gosden, Harry T. Sinnott, Butler,
Gentry.

West Virginia Becomes a State (1863)
At the 1861 Virginia Secession Convention, 47 delegates from what
eventually became West Virginia voted 32 to 15 against secession. Some
of those delegates and other Unionists in western Virginia got together and
formed an alternative government, the “Restored Government of Virginia”,
in the city of Wheeling (i.e., the “Wheeling Convention”). On August 20,
1861 this restored Virginia government granted itself permission to form a
new state, eventually named West Virginia, and presented an application for
statehood to the U.S. Congress which consisted of 48 counties from Virginia,
nearly half of which had voted for secession. By the autumn of 1861,
Confederate forces had been largely expelled from the secessionist counties.
On June 20, 1863, West Virginia was formally admitted to the Union and
two more counties were later added (i.e., Jefferson and Berkeley counties).
[Neither the Confederacy nor the Commonwealth of Virginia recognized
the State of West Virginia or the Union's claim to it during the war.]
Once the war was over, West Virginians soon made it clear they were not
interested in re-unification of the states. Virginia attempted reclamation of
Jefferson and Berkeley counties in a suit before the United States Supreme
Court. In December, 1870, the court ruled in favor of West Virginia.

Northern Reaction to Lincoln’s Proclamation & the Union Draft
RIOTS IN NEW YORK. A FEARFUL riot
commenced in NY city on the morning of
July 13, 1863. At first it was merely a
demonstration against the draft, which had
been commenced on Saturday in the Ninth
District. The drawing of names was here
resumed on Monday morning. A crowd,
gradually increasing, gathered around the
office, but the drawing went on until about 60
additional names had been drawn, when a
sudden attack was made by the mob. The
wheel was destroyed, the papers scattered,
and the building set on fire. The excitement
spread through the city; crowds
assembled everywhere, at first with no
apparent common object. But in a short time
the aim of the leaders in the riot movement
appeared to be an indiscriminate attack
upon the colored people, and upon those
who were supposed to be in any way
connected with the draft or with the
Republican party.

MR. CLEMENT VALLANDIGHAM, a
Democrat & member of Congress from
Ohio, made a speech in Jan.1863 in
which he avowed himself a
"Copperhead.” [Copperheads wore
a lapel pin with the head of a copper
penny as a sign of their allegiance
to this anti-war movement.]

Arrest of the Chief
Copperhead
Vallandigham’s
Copperheads wanted "To
maintain the Constitution
as it is, and to restore the
Union as it was.“
When he denounced
"King Lincoln" and called
for his removal from the
presidency on May 5,
1863, he was arrested as a
violator of General Order
No. 38.
In response to this arrest,
his enraged supporters in
Ohio burned the offices of
the Dayton Journal which
was a Republican
newspaper.

Vallandigham was tried by a military court on 6-7 May 1863, denied a writ of
"habeas corpus", convicted by of "uttering disloyal sentiments" and attempting
to hinder the prosecution of the war, and sentenced to 2 years' confinement in a
military prison. A Federal circuit judge upheld Vallandigham's arrest and military
trial as a valid exercise of the President's war powers.

At dawn June 9, 1863, the
Union cavalry corps under
Maj. Gen. Alfred Pleasanton
launched a surprise attack on
Stuart’s cavalry at Brandy
Station. After an all-day fight in
which fortunes changed
repeatedly, the Federals
retired without discovering
Lee’s infantry camped near
Culpeper. This battle marked
the apogee of the Confederate
cavalry in the East. From this
point in the war, the Federal
cavalry gained strength and
confidence. Brandy Station
was the largest cavalry
battle of the war and the
opening engagement of the
Campaign to Gettysburg, PA.

Battle of Brandy Station – a “Draw” (i.e., no winner or looser)

Fleetwood Hill

Battle of Gettysburg –
July 1-3, 1863

Battle of Gettysburg, PA –
July 1-3, 1863
At a 6-way cross-roads in
Southern Pennsylvania just
North of the PA/Maryland
State line, there sits the town
of Gettysburg.
Union forces came in from
the South and initially
positioned themselves on
the “high ground” West of
Gettysburg and later from
Little Round Top on the
Southern end of their line to
just So.-East of Gettysburg
itself.
Confederate forces came in
from the North and took up
positions West and later
South of Gettysburg on a
parallel line to positions
occupied by Union forces.

Gettysburg July 1st, 1863

Union Forces

Confederate
Forces

Gettysburg – July 2-3, 1863
On July 2nd, Confederate
forces unsuccessfully
attacked union forces at:
Devil’s Den and Little Round
Top,
Peach Orchard &
Wheatfield, and
Cemetery Hill & Culps Hill.
3rd,

On July
Longstreet’s
Corp including Pickett’s
Division of Virginians
unsuccessfully charged
the center of the Union line
behind the stone wall in front
of Meade’s HQ with
devastating losses.

Confederate
Forces
Union
Forces

Pickett’s Unsuccessful Charge on the Union Center. The few Southerners
who reached the stone wall were either killed or captured. After the attack,
Gen. Pickett said, “I have no division”; and, Gen. Lee said, “its all my fault”.

Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address
At the dedication of the National Cemetery on the
Gettysburg battlefield, Nov. 19, 1863, Mr. Lincoln said:
" Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth
on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and
dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.
Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether
that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated,
can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that
war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a
final resting-place for those who here gave their lives that
that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that
we should do this. But, in a larger sense, we cannot
dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this
ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled
here have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add
or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember,
what we say here, but it can never forget what they did
here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to
the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus
far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the great task remaining before us, that from
these honored dead we take increased devotion to that
cause for which they gave the last full measure of
devotion, that we here highly resolve that these dead shall
not have died in vain, that this nation, under God, shall
have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the
people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from
the earth."

Grant’s Appointment As General-in-Chief of all Union Forces
“Grant from West Point to
Appomattox”, an 1885
engraving by Thure de
Thulstrup. Clockwise from
lower left: Graduation from
West Point (1843); In the tower
at Chapultepec (1847); Drilling
his Volunteers (1861); The
Battle of Fort Donelson (1862);
The Battle of Shiloh (1862);
The Siege of Vicksburg (1863);
The Battle of Chattanooga
(1863); Appointment as
General-in-Chief by Abraham
Lincoln (March 1864); The
Surrender of General Robert
E. Lee at Appomattox Court
House (1865)

Grant’s Strategy for Winning the War (1864-1865)
Grant placed Major General William T. Sherman in immediate command of all forces
in the West and moved his own headquarters to Virginia, in the Eastern theater.
President Lincoln and Grant understood that in order save the Union, the Army of
Northern Virginia under Robert E. Lee had to be defeated, and that vital
Confederate railroad supply lines had to be destroyed or cut off (e.g., Atlanta).
Following Lincoln's military suggestions, Grant devised the 1st coordinated Union
strategy that would strike at the heart of the Confederacy from multiple directions:
1. Grant, George G. Meade, and Benjamin Franklin Butler against Lee’s defense
of Richmond;
2. Franz Sigel and Philip Sheridan in the Shenandoah Valley;
3. Sherman to invade Georgia, defeat Joseph E. Johnston, and capture Atlanta;
4. George Crook and William W. Averell to operate against railroad supply lines
in West Virginia; and
5. Nathaniel Banks to capture Mobile, Alabama.

Three Valley Campaigns of 1864
1st Grant had Gen Sigel (and his replacement – Gen. Hunter)
take the Army of WV up the Valley to destroy the RR center at
Lynchburg, VA (May-June 1864) Sigel and Hunter were
unsuccessful and Confederate Gen. Jubal Early’s forced their
Army back into WV.
2nd Confederate Gen. Early forced Union troops from the
Valley and conducted raids down the Valley and against the
B&O RR in Maryland (June-Aug 1864)
3rd Sheridan’s Valley Campaign (Aug – Oct 1864). Grant put his
commander of the Army of Potomac’s cavalry in charge of all
Union forces in the Valley (called the Army of the Shenandoah).
There he conducted a “scorched earth campaign” from Front
Royal to Cedar Creek neutralizing General Early’s forces and
suppressed the Valley’s military-related economy (i.e., farm
products needed by Confederate Troops).

Three Valley Campaigns
(May – August 1864)

Sheridan’s Cavalry
in the Shenandoah
Valley
( Aug-Oct. 1864)

Sheridan on “Winchester” at Cedar Creek
In 1864, Sheridan: (1) defeated Confederate forces in the Shenandoah
Valley; and, (2) destroyed the economic infrastructure of the Valley. His
Valley campaign, called "The Burning" by residents, was one of the first
uses of scorched earth tactics in the war.

Grant’s Overland Campaign
The “Overland Campaign”, also
known as “Grant's Overland
Campaign” and the “Wilderness
Campaign”, was a series of
battles fought in Virginia during
May and June 1864, in the
American Civil War. Lt. Gen.
Ulysses S. Grant, general-in-chief
of all Union armies, directed the
actions of the Army of the
Potomac, commanded by Maj.
Gen. George G. Meade, and other
forces against Confederate Gen.
Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern
Virginia. Although Grant suffered
severe losses during the
campaign, it was a strategic
Union victory, maneuvering Lee
into a siege at Petersburg,
Virginia, in just over eight weeks

Battles on the Overland Campaign
The Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864)
Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21)
Yellow Tavern (May 11)
Meadow Bridge (May 12)
Wilson's Wharf (May 24)
North Anna (May 23–26)
Haw's Shop (May 28)
Totopotomoy Creek (May 28–30)
Old Church (May 30)
Cold Harbor (May 31 – June 12)
Trevilian Station (June 11–12)
Saint Mary's Church (June 24)

Major Battles of the Overland Campaign
Wilderness – May 1864 (Union lost 18,400; CSA lost 11,400)

)

Spotsylvania – May 1864 (Union lost 18,000; CSA lost 12,000)

Grant’s Army on move to Spotsylvania

Confederates Building the
Breastworks at Cold Harbor

Cold Harbor - June 1864 (Union
lost 13,000; CSA lost 2,500)

Overland Campaign From the
Wilderness to Petersburg --Estimates* of Casualties in 8 Weeks
Union

55,342

Confederates

34,417

Union suffered more casualties; but, won the
“War of Attrition” (i.e., had more resources to
loose). Both armies lost about ½ their strength
during this campaign.
*Source: CWSAC Battle Summaries

Trench warfare at Petersburg: By the spring of 1865, the lines at Petersburg
- where, U.S. Grant said, "I mean to end the business" - ran for fifty-three
miles. The efficient Union war machine kept its army fed, supplied, and
reinforced from its constantly restocked depots at City Point, while the
Confederate army - ill fed, ill clothed, and hopelessly outnumbered - steadily
melted away.

Battle lines at Petersburg – July 1864 at start of the Siege

Union troops in trenches at Petersburg

Union Battery Firing on Confederate Trenches
from Behind Embankment at Petersburg

Presidential Election of 1864 – A
Referendum on the Civil War
May – Nov. 1864
The Republican National Convention assembled in
Cleveland. The delegates began to arrive on May 29,
1864. Almost all delegates were instructed to support
Frémont. The convention nominated Frémont for
President. Frémont accepted the nomination on June
4, 1864. In his letter, he stated that he would step
aside if the National Union Convention would
nominate someone other than Lincoln.
Lincoln was unpopular in the North because: (1)
lack of Union success in the War (e.g., heavy
casualties and the fact that Grant was stalled
outside Petersburg while Sherman was stalled
outside of Atlanta); and, (2) the interpretation of
the War as an effort to free the slaves rather than
to preserve the union.

Republicans
nominated former
US Senator Fremont
for President and
Cochrane for VP

Lincoln nominated by the
National Union Party
Before the election, the War
Democrats joined the Republicans to
form the National Union Party.
Some political leaders, including
Salmon Chase, Benjamin Wade, and
Horace Greeley, opposed Lincoln's
re-nomination on the ground that he
could not win. But Lincoln was still
popular with his supporters and the
National Union Party nominated
Lincoln for a second term as
president. Lincoln had the
convention nominate MilitaryGovernor Andrew Johnson of
Tennessee, a Southern War
Democrat, as his running mate.

Lincoln/Johnson election
poster -- 1864

Northern Democrats Nominee
is George B. McClellan
McClellan's Letter from ORANGE, N. J.,
Sept. 8. to Hon. Horatio Seymour and others,
committee, etc.:
GENTLEMEN,—I have the honor to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter
informing me of my nomination by the
Democratic National Convention, recently
held at Chicago, as their candidate at the
next election for President of the United
States.
...
I accept the nomination. I realize the weight
of the responsibility to be borne should the
people ratify your choice. Conscious of my
own weakness, I can only seek fervently the
guidance of the Ruler of the Universe, and,
relying on His all powerful aid, do my best to
restore Union and peace to a suffering
people, and to establish and guard their
liberties and rights.
Former Gen. McClellan as he ran for President and
later was elected Governor of New Jersey

In September of 1864, Gen.
Sherman captured Atlanta
and Lincoln’s chances for
re-election were significantly
improved (Sherman on
famous stallion “Lexington”
at Right; Atlanta Burning
below)

Lincoln Re-elected

Union Supply Depot at City Point on the James
River During the Siege of Petersburg

Inside Confederate Breastworks at
Petersburg (as photographed after
Lee abandoned them)

Union Troops Entering
Petersburg April 3, 1865

VA Governor Smith Flees Richmond by Packet Boat on the
James River Canal for Lynchburg after the Fall of Petersburg

Union captures Richmond – CSA
Government Sets Fire to their
Armory/City and Flees by RR South
to Danville, VA – April 1865

The Richmond and Danville
Railroad (R&D RR) was an
essential transportation link for
the Confederacy throughout the
war. It provided the production of
south-central Virginia to
Richmond.
When Gen. Robert E. Lee
decided to abandon Petersburg,
he advised Jefferson Davis to
evacuate Richmond. The next
day, on April 2, 1865, the
Confederate President and his
cabinet left Richmond on the
R&D RR for Danville (140 miles
South) where they attempted to
set up a temporary government.
R&D RR bridge over the James River as seen
from Gamble’s Hill heading South to Danville –
After the War, the R&D was extended to New
Orleans as the principal RR of the South-East.

Above: Lincoln plans “peace” with Grant,
Sherman, and Porter at HQ on the River
Queen in the James River (March 1865)
Right: Lincoln entering Richmond (April 4,
1865)

Forced from his trenches at Petersburg on April 2, 1865, Gen.
Robert E. Lee led the remnants of his army westward in a
desperate quest for food. Grant's huge force followed eagerly
along behind.

Lee’s Army Retreats From Petersburg
Across the Appomattox River Bridge

Lee’s army surrounded and cut
off from supplies – April 9, 1865
at Appomattox Courthouse

Union Gen. George A. Custer Receives
Flag of Truce before Lee’s Surrender at
Appomattox

Col. Moses Green Peyton,
Gen. Gordon’s Chief of Staff,
Carries the White Flag for
Lee’s Army

General Robert E. Lee
Surrenders to General
Ulysses S. Grant on April 9,
1865 at Appomattox
Courthouse.

Wilmer McLean’s
“Surrender House”

Lee Leaving Meeting

Beginnings of Reconciliation Between Union and
Confederate Troops at Appomattox

“
”

Alfred R. Waud’s Drawing & Caption 4/9/1865

Statistical Summary of War Casualties
Union Statistics:
2.9 million men served
1.5 million enlisted - 3 years duration
630,000 casualties
360,000 killed in action or died of disease

Battle Flags of the North:South
Confederate Statistics:
1.2 million men served
800,000 enlisted – 3 years duration
340,000 casualties
250,000 killed in action or died of disease
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