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Richmond Destroyed 1865

Freedmen Schools



Civil War Destruction in Virginia (Grant’s Army Shown Destroying a RR 
Line during his Overland Campaign)



The Civil War took its toll on many bridges across the Potomac River and C&O 
Canal. At 4am on June 14, 1861, Stonewall Jackson's Confederate Army blew 
up Harpers Ferry bridge. The railroad and turnpike bridge was rebuilt nine 
times during the Civil War, although it was never rebuilt as a covered wooden 
bridge.  The Union Army destroyed the bridge in July 1863. Besides the 1861 
demolition, the Confederate Army destroyed the bridge in September 1862 and 
again in July 1864. The piers of the old covered bridge and its subsequent 
bridges can still be seen in the Potomac River. 



Ruins of RR Bridge at Harper’s Ferry



In the spring of 1862, Gen. Johnston withdrew his Confederate army 
south to defend Richmond. According to the book Fairfax Virginia: A City 
Traveling Through Time, the withdrawal of thousands of soldiers revealed the 
magnitude of destruction to Centreville, Virginia. 

“In less than one year, the devastation wreaked by soldiers living in 
primitive camps and relying mostly on their immediate surroundings for survival 
left the region a stark and hollow image of its former self.”

A Union soldier described Centreville and surrounding areas in a letter 
home to Pennsylvania in April.…”The Rebels have spent immense labor in 
fortifying that position. It is surrounded on all sides by forts and Earth works of 
great size and strength, between the Junction and Bull Run nothing but one 
Fortification after another is to be seen. All their winter huts are still standing”

“…All the Country from Manassas to Fairfax (Court House), and further 
for what I know, is one vast barren waste: not a fence to be seen as far as the 
eye can reach, the land is horribly cut by thousands of wagon roads turning in 
different directions: the timber was all cut off last winter and used for fuel so I 
know that there is not enough timber left to fence the land.”



Destruction of Homes and Government 
Buildings in Richmond, Virginia (1865)



Ruins in Richmond Along the Canal Basin



Destruction of Homes in Fredericksburg, Virginia



Homes Destroyed in Petersburg, VA



Destruction of 
Farms and Homes 
near Leesburg in 
Loudoun Co., VA



Sheridan’s Army “Burning the Valley”

Major General Philip Sheridan rampaged up the Valley from Winchester and 
destroyed "2,000 barns filled with grain and implements, other outbuildings, 70 mills 
filled with wheat and flour“, and "numerous head of livestock." Not mentioned in the 
official records are the many private homes that were destroyed and the 
innocent women and children that were injured or killed. Unsurprisingly, several 
Winchester Unionists were noted for changing their sympathies after these 
occupations. At the end of 1864, Maj. Gen. Sheridan stated that "The crow that 
flies over the Valley of Virginia must henceforth carry his rations with him".

“Sheridan’s Ride” at the Battle of Winchester



This sketch of Custer's division burning farms/houses near Mount Jackson
in the Shenandoah Valley on October 7, 1864, is by the artist Alfred Waud.



Virginia Military Institute at Lexington, VA in Ruins (after Hunter's Raid in 
1864)



Ruins of Gaines’ Mill Near Cold Harbor, VA



Ruins of Hotel at Sulfur Springs, VA



Yorktown Square Destroyed



Lost Records Localities (i.e., Counties and Cities with Missing 
Records Sometimes Called “Burned Counties”)

Numerous Virginia localities, most of them in the South-eastern part of the state, 
have suffered tremendous losses of their early records because of intense 
military activity (predominantly during the Civil War), courthouse fires, and/or 
natural disasters. At some point, almost everyone conducting genealogical or 
historical research in Virginia will face the problem of finding information from a 
county or city described as a “Lost Records Locality”. Catastrophic losses of 
the following county records were suffered during the Civil War:

Caroline Co. Charles City Co. Dinwiddie Co.
Elizabeth City Gloucester Co. Hanover Co.
James City Co. & Williamsburg City King and Queen Co.
Mathews Co. New Kent Co. Nottoway Co.
Prince George Co. Prince William Co. Warwick Co.

These lost records consisted of real estate property deed books, will 
books, minute books, marriage registers, etc. In most cases, records were 
destroyed in courthouse fires set by Union troops.  In several cases, lost records 
were destroyed in the 3 April 1865 fires at Richmond where they had been 
moved for safe keeping during the War.



The Fate of Jefferson Davis (1865-1868)

Davis with Escort Travelling South

Davis in Union Jail at Fort Monroe, Va

Davis Bids Farewell to 
his Escort

Davis Freed on Bail 5.1.1867

Davis and wife Varina



In testimony before the US Senate, 
Judge John C. Underwood of the US 
District Court in Virginia, stated that: 
“Jefferson Davis could be 
indicted/convicted of treason in 
Virginia if you had a ‘packed jury ’
(which he thought could be done).”

In July 1865, Johnson decided to try 
Davis for treason; and, in May of 
1866, Underwood called a grand jury 
to indict him.  In his charge to the 
jury, he issued a scathing 
denunciation of slaveholders and 
secessionists  which was universally 
denounced by newspapers in 
Virginia and even by the New York 
Times which called his statement “a 
violent, unbecoming harangue.”

Davis was released on “bail” in 1867; 
and. in 1868, President Johnson 
dropped the case. Jefferson Davis in his “dotage”

shown with a grand-daughter



Underwood’s Grand Jury which Indicted 
Jefferson Davis for Treason in 1866



The “Lost Cause of the Confederacy” is the phrase commonly given to the 
literary and intellectual movement that sought to reconcile the traditional 
white society of the Southern United States with its defeat in the Civil War.

Those who contributed to 
the movement portrayed the 
Lost Cause as:

• noble;

• most of the Confederacy's 
leaders as exemplars of old-
fashioned chivalry; and that 
the

• South was defeated by the 
Union armies not through 
superior military skill, but by 
overwhelming force.  

White Southerners also 
tended to condemn 
Reconstruction Most white Southerners reacted to defeat and emancipation with 

dismay. Many families had suffered the loss of loved ones and the 
destruction of property. Some thought of leaving the South 
altogether, or retreated into nostalgia for the Old South and the 
Lost Cause of the Confederacy. 



Main tenets of the Lost Cause movement:

• Confederate generals such as Lee and 
Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson represented 
the virtues of Southern nobility;

• Losses on the battlefield were
inevitable due to Northern 
superiority in resources and 
manpower; 

• Defense of states' rights, 
rather than preservation of 
chattel slavery, was the 
primary cause of secession;

• Secession was a justifiable 
constitutional response to Northern 
cultural and economic aggressions; and, 

•Slavery was a benign institution with 
loyal slaves and benevolent masters.

George Washington Custis Lee
on horseback with staff 
reviewing Confederate Reunion 
Parade in Richmond, Virginia, 
June 3, 1907, in front of 
monument to Jefferson Davis 



The Debate over What The Civil War was About:  “States Rights vs Slavery”

States Rights. Southerners  
- who had seceded from the 
Union - justified their actions 
as the free exercise of their 
rights as “sovereign States”
who had freely joined the 
Union and could just as 
freely leave it.

Slavery. At first, 
Northerners fought to 
“preserve the Union”.  Later, 
their fight was justified on 
the higher moral grounds of 
“ending slavery.”

Middle Ground in the Debate. Lincoln stated many times that the “war was 
about preserving the Union” and he later justified it for “ending slavery” as a 
way to keep Britain from siding with Confederates for their cotton.  Negroes 
fought for their “freedom”; and, most Southerners fought Union invaders in 
defense of their “homeland”.

Thomas Nast’s Idyllic Vision of Negro Life After War/Slavery



The Idea of “Reconstruction”
“Carving up Virginia”
(Early Plans by US 
Sec. Of War Cameron 
in 1861)

In this cartoon, Uncle 
Sam is shown carving 
up a goose, and 
giving portions to two 
black men.  The 
goose is a symbol 
for the State of 
Virginia, and the 
cartoon is referring to 
one of the amazing 
early events in the Civil 
War where the US Sec. 
of War proposed 
dividing up the State of 
Virginia. [December 21, 
1861 edition of 
Harper's Weekly] 



In 1861, United States Sec. of War Cameron proposed that –
"The geographical position of the metropolis of the nation, menaced by the rebels, and 
required to be defended by thousands of our troops, induces us to suggest for 
consideration the propriety and expediency of a reconstruction of the boundaries of the 
States of Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia – see proposed map.” In his proposal, the 
Eastern parts of Virginia (which was in Rebellion) would be given to the states of MD 
and DE which were still loyal to the Union.



As soon as the Civil War began, US 
Senator Charles Sumner of MA put 
forward his theory of Reconstruction, 
that Southern states had by their own 
act become “felo de se” (i.e., committed 
state suicide via secession) and that 
they should be treated as conquered 
territories that had never been states. 

He resented the much more generous 
Reconstruction policy taken by Lincoln, 
and later by Andrew Johnson, as an 
encroachment upon the powers of 
Congress. 

Throughout the war, Sumner had 
considered himself the special 
champion of blacks, being the most 
vigorous advocate of emancipation, of 
enlisting the blacks in the Union army, 
and of the establishment of the 
Freedmen's Bureau. 



Negroes Celebrating 
Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation near 
Winchester, VA (March 
21, 1863 in Le Monde 
Illustre)



Lincoln’s 10% Plan for 
Reconstruction

After major Union victories at the 
battles of Gettysburg and 
Vicksburg in 1863, President 
Abraham Lincoln began preparing 
his plan for Reconstruction, He 
issued the Proclamation of 
Amnesty and Reconstruction in 
1863 to announce his intention to 
reunite the once-united states. 

Lincoln’s blueprint for 
Reconstruction included the Ten-
Percent Plan, which specified 
that a southern State could be 
readmitted into the Union once 10 
percent of its voters (from the 
voter rolls for the election of 
1860) swore an oath of allegiance 
to the Union. 

Wade-Davis Bill (Congress’ 50% 
Plan for Reconstruction)

In the summer of 1864, the 
Radical Republicans passed the 
Wade-Davis Bill to counter 
Lincoln’s Ten-Percent Plan. 

The bill stated that a southern 
state could rejoin the Union only 
if 50 percent of its registered 
voters swore an “ironclad oath”
of allegiance to the United 
States. The bill also established 
safeguards for black civil liberties 
but did not give blacks the right to 
vote.

Lincoln used his “pocket veto” to 
kill the Wade-Davis Bill (i.e., not 
signing a bill after Congress had 
adjourned was a veto by inaction).



In Senate Debate on “Reconstruction” (Feb. 1, 1864)  US Senator Charles 
Sumner of MA “... introduced a series of seven resolutions to the following effect: 

(1) That the rebellion is an attempt to found a wicked power on the institution 
of slavery, and is simply slavery in arms; 

(2) That the rebellion can not be crushed without crushing slavery; 

(3) Belligerent regions are subject to the National Government, which is bound 
to guarantee to each State a republican form of government;

(4) That in seeking a restoration of the belligerent States, reconstruction 
must fully provide against the existence or revival of slavery;

(5) That it is the duty of Congress to see to it that no rebel State is restored to 
the Union until safeguards are established so that no man there may be 
made a slave;

(6) It is the duty of Congress to secure the extinction of slavery even in 
States professing loyalty; and,

(7) That the Constitution should be so amended as to prohibit slavery every 
where within the limits of the Republic."



Lincoln is assassinated 
and Andrew Johnson (A 
Southerner) becomes 
President

“Assassination of Abraham Lincoln”
From left to right: Major Henry Rathbone, Clara 
Harris, Mary Todd Lincoln, Abraham Lincoln, 
and John Wilkes Booth (Currier & Ives Print)

Johnson succeeded to the presidency 
upon Lincoln's assassination on April 
15, 1865. 



Reconstruction Governors of Virginia (1865-1874)



Pierpont led the breakaway of WV; and, as “Governor” of the Reorganized 
State of Virginia, he/it was recognized by the Federal Union when it 
Ratified the 13th Amendment to the US Constitution on February 9, 1865.  
His offices were in Alexandria, VA until the end of the War; and, he 
continued to serve until being replaced by the Military District 1 
Commander in 1868.  He was thought to be too lenient with former
Confederates by many Northern “Unionists”.

Wells was considered a “Radical Carpetbagger” by most white Virginians.  
His administration was universally blamed for the Reconstruction Acts 
and his Republican party coalition was defeated in 1869 by the “True 
Republican” party candidate Walker who opposed disenfanchising and 
test-oath clauses of the Underwood Constitution.  Walker got most of the 
white vote as the lesser of two evils (i.e., radical, carpetbagger Wells vs 
the moderate, carpetbagger Walker).

Walker was the centrist conservative candidate in the 1869 election who 
defeated the previously “appointed” governor Wells with a coalition of 
white Virginians including Republican moderates, former Whigs & 
Democrats.  After his election and the election of a mostly moderate or 
conservative Assembly, Virginia ratified the 14th and 15th amendments to 
the United States Constitution and its elected representatives became 
eligible for re-admittance to Congress.



Military Reconstruction Act (March 2, 1867)

The acts' main points included:

1.  Creation of five military districts in the seceded states not 
including Tennessee, which had ratified the Fourteenth Amendment to the 
United States Constitution and was readmitted to the Union 

2.  Requiring congressional approval for new state 
constitutions (which were required for Confederate states to rejoin the 
Union) 

3.  Confederate states give voting rights to all men. 

4.  All former Confederate states must ratify the 14th 
Amendment.

President Andrew Johnson's vetoes of these measures were 
overridden by Congress.



5 Military Districts for Reconstruction in

the South (1867-1877)



In March of 1867, Maj. Gen. John 
Schofield was appointed by President
Andrew Johnson to serve as the 
military governor of District 1 
(i.e., Virginia ). He commanded 
Francis Pierpont who had served as 
the civilian post-war governor from 
1865 but was criticized by Radical 
Republicans for being too lenient.  
Pierpont was removed from office on 
April 4, 1868.

In June of 1868, Schofield left VA and 
became Acting Secretary of War
replacing  Edwin M. Stanton, a Radical 
Republican who President Johnson
had fired and was impeached for doing 
so.

[Schofield received the Medal of Honor
as a Major for being “conspicuously 
gallant in leading his regiment in a 
successful charge against the enemy at 
Wilsons Creek, Mo., August 10, 1861”]



The “Reconstruction Amendments” are the 13th,  14th, and 15th amendments to 
the United States Constitution, adopted between 1865  and 1870, the five years 
immediately following the Civil War. This group of Amendments is sometimes 
referred to as the "Civil War Amendments" or the "Three Reconstruction Era 
Amendments".

The Amendments were intended to restructure the United States from a country that 
was (in Abraham Lincoln's words) "half slave and half free" to one in which the 
constitutionally guaranteed "blessings of liberty" would be extended to the entire 
male populace, including the former slaves and their descendants.

13th The Thirteenth Amendment (both proposed and ratified in 1865) abolished 
slavery. [Ratified by the Reorganized State of Virginia (February 9, 1865) ]

14th The Fourteenth Amendment (proposed in 1866 and ratified in 1868) included 
the Privileges or Immunities Clause, Due Process and Equal Protection Clauses. 
[Ratified by Virginia (October 8, 1869, after having rejected it on Jan. 9, 1867)]

15th The Fifteenth Amendment, (proposed in 1869 and ratified in 1870) grants voting 
rights regardless of "race, color, or previous condition of servitude". [Ratified by 
Virginia (10/8/1869 as required for representation in the US Congress)]



13th Amendment – Abolished 
Slavery

This amendment to the US 
Constitution officially abolished and 
continues to prohibit slavery and 
involuntary servitude, except as 
punishment for a crime. It was 
adopted on December 6, 1865, and 
was then declared in a proclamation of 
Secretary of State William H. Seward
on December 18. It was the first of the 
Reconstruction Amendments.

Many people, including President 
Abraham Lincoln, were concerned that 
the Emancipation Proclamation, which 
declared the freedom of slaves in ten 
Confederate states still in rebellion in 
1863, would be seen as a temporary 
war measure. They supported this 
amendment in order to outlaw slavery 
throughout the United States.

William Henry Seward, Sr. United 
States Secretary of State under Abraham 
Lincoln and Andrew Johnson. An outspoken 
opponent of the spread of slavery in the 
years leading up to the American Civil War, 
he was a dominant figure in the Republican 
party in its formative years



Seward's most famous 
achievement as Secretary of 
State was his successful 
acquisition of Alaska from 
Russia. On March 30, 1867, 
he completed negotiations 
for the territory, which 
involved the purchase of 
586,412 square miles 
(1,518,800 km²) of territory 
(more than twice the size of 
Texas) for $7,200,000, or 
approximately 2 cents per 
acre (equivalent to US$95 
million in 2005). The 
purchase of this frontier land 
was mocked by the public as 
"Seward's Folly,"
"Seward's Icebox," and 
Andrew Johnson's "polar 
bear garden." 



Definitions of “slavery” conditions addressed by Thirteenth Amendment

Peonage. Refers to a person in "debt servitude," or involuntary servitude tied 
to the payment of a debt. Compulsion to servitude includes the use of force, the 
threat of force, or the threat of legal coercion to compel a person to work against 
his or her will.

Involuntary servitude. Refers to a person held by actual force, threats of 
force, or threats of legal coercion in a condition of slavery – compulsory service 
or labor against his or her will. This also includes the condition in which people 
are compelled to work against their will by a "climate of fear" evoked by the use 
of force, the threat of force, or the threat of legal coercion (i.e., suffer legal 
consequences unless compliant with demands made upon them) which is 
sufficient to compel service against a person's will. 

Forced labor.  Labor or service obtained by: 
(1) threats of serious harm or physical restraint; 
(2) any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to cause a person to 

believe they would suffer serious harm or physical restraint if they 
did not perform such labor or services; and,

(3) the abuse or threatened abuse of law or the legal process. 



The Fourteenth Amendment (Amendment XIV) to the United States 
Constitution was adopted after the Civil War as one of the Reconstruction 
Amendments on July 9, 1868.

The Fourteenth Amendment provides a broad definition of Citizenship, 
overruling the Supreme Court’s decision in Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857), which 
had excluded slaves and their descendants from having Constitutional rights.

Its Due Process Clause has been used to apply most of the US Bill of Rights
to the states. This clause has also been used to recognize substantive due 
process rights, such as parental and marriage rights, and procedural due 
process rights. Certain steps are required before depriving a person of their life, 
liberty, or property.

The amendment's Equal Protection Clause requires states to provide equal 
protection under the law to all people within their jurisdictions. This clause later 
became the basis for Brown v. Board of Education (1954), the Supreme Court 
decision which precipitated the dismantling of racial segregation of schools in 
the United States.

The amendment also includes a number of clauses dealing with the 
Confederacy and its officials.



14th Amendment (Details)

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the 
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they 
reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or 
immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person 
of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person 
within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 

Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States 
according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in 
each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any 
election for the choice of electors for President and Vice President of the United 
States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a 
State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male 
inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the 
United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or 
other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion 
which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male 
citizens twenty-one years of age in such State.



Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector 
of President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United 
States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of 
Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any State 
legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the 
Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion 
against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress 
may, by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability.

Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, 
including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in 
suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United 
States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of 
insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or 
emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held 
illegal and void.

Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, 
the provisions of this article.



Women’s Suffrage

Women's suffrage is the right of 
women to vote and historically 
includes the economic and political 
reform movement aimed at extending 
suffrage to women, on an equal basis 
to those for men and without any 
restrictions or qualifications such as 
property ownership, payment of tax or 
marital status 

Virginia Louisa Minor (b. March 27, 1824, Caroline County, Virginia) 
was an American women's suffrage activist. She is best remembered 
as the plaintiff in Minor v. Happersett, an 1875 United States Supreme 
Court case in which Minor unsuccessfully argued that the Fourteenth 
Amendment to the United States Constitution gave women the right to 
vote. Virginia Minor testified in support of women's suffrage before the 
United States Senate in 1889, and was honorary vice president of the 
Interstate Woman Suffrage Convention in 1892. 



Born in Richmond, Virginia, Lila Meade 
Valentine (1865-1921) was one of the 
lesser known participants in the 
woman's suffrage movement. Valentine 
actively campaigned for not only 
women's rights, but also for higher 
public health standards and a better 
public education system. 

She was the founder and president of 
the Equal Suffrage League of Virginia. 
Created in 1909, the primary goal of this 
group was to achieve equal voting rights 
for women in the state of Virginia. After 
women were given the right to vote, 
through the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment in 1920, the organization 
was renamed the Virginia League of 
Women Voters.

Valentine also co-founded the Richmond 
Education Association.

Lila Meade Valentine –
Virginia’s Suffragette. Too ill to 
go to the polls in 1920, she died 
without ever voting.



Virginians against the 14th

Amendment – Virginia’s state 
legislature rejected it on Jan. 9, 
1867 and some groups (e.g., 
Sons of Confederate Veterans) 
still opposed its adoption as 
late as January 31, 1958 in 
response to the Supreme 
Court’s decision based on it in 
the case of Brown v. Board of 
Education of Topeka Kansas 
(i.e., “school desegregation”)

Resolution against the 
Fourteenth Amendment. Lee-
Jackson Camp, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
Richmond, to Governor James 
Lindsay Almond, Richmond.
January 31, 1958. Office of the 
Governor, J. Lindsay Almond 
Papers. 



15th Amendment – Voting Rights to all [men] regardless of "race, color, 
or previous condition of servitude".

Section 1. The right of citizens of 
the United States to vote shall not 
be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on 
account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude. 

Section 2. The Congress shall 
have power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation.

The Fifteenth Amendment (Amendment XV) to the United States Constitution
prohibits each government in the United States from denying a citizen the right to 
vote based on that citizen's "race, color, or previous condition of servitude" (i.e., 
slavery). It was ratified on February 3, 1870.  

First Vote (1867)



New Virginia State Constitution (1868)

After the end of the Civil War, Virginia came 
briefly under military rule, with John M. 
Schofield in command. Pursuant to federal 
Reconstruction legislation, General Schofield 
promptly called for a new constitutional 
convention to meet in Richmond from 
December 1867 to April 1868. 

In protest of black suffrage, many of Virginia's 
conservative whites refused to participate in 
the voting for delegates. As a result, Radical 
Republicans, led by Judge John Curtiss 
Underwood, dominated the convention, and 
the resulting constitution became known as 
the "Underwood Constitution.”

Opponents to its ratification called it the 
"Negro Constitution." 

Judge John Curtiss 
Underwood. He so 
dominated the 1867–
1868 constitutional 
convention that the 
result became known as 
the "Underwood 
Constitution". 



Significant provisions in the 
Underwood Constitution included:

• extending the right to vote to all 
male citizens over the age of 21, 

• establishing a state school system 
with mandatory funding and 
attendance, 

• providing that judges would be 
elected by the General Assembly 
rather than by popular election.

• Controversy over clauses that 
continued the disenfranchisement 
of former Confederate government 
members delayed the adoption of 
the Constitution (these clauses 
were voted on separately – and 
defeated).

The Underwood Constitution itself 
was ratified by a popular vote of 
210,585 to 9,136, and it went into 
effect in 1870. 

Ratified in 1869, this constitution brought 
Virginia's era of Reconstruction to a close and 
helped provide for re-admission of Virginia's 
representatives to the United States 
Congress in 1870.
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Before the Civil War, the 
Richmond, 
Fredericksburg, & 
Potomac RR followed 
the present-day Hiway
I-95 from Richmond 
North through 
Fredericksburg to Aquia 
Creek (circled) on the 
Potomac River.  After 
the Civil War, it was 
extended to the Orange 
& Alexandria RR line at 
the “Potomac Yard”
outside of Alexandria

Orange & 
Alexandria 
RR



Fredericksburg on far side of Rappahannock river 
with RR bridge pilings seen in the river after the 
bridge was burned in the Civil War (ca. 1862)



RR bridge over the Rappahannock River at 
Fredericksburg (on far side of river) shown here 
under repair during the Civil War (ca. 1863)



The Main East to So. West RRs from Lynchburg, 
VA into TN  and other Southern States Before 1860



William Mahone was a  former Brigadier 
General in the Civil War, Honorable US Senator 
from Virginia, and President of three Virginia 
Railroads: Norfolk & Petersburg, South Side, and 
the Virginia & TN Railroads. 

Mahone was the civil engineer who built the 
Norfolk & Petersburg RR over part of the Dismal 
Swamp before the War and helped to rebuild 
Virginia's post-war transportation infrastructure.

Mahone had obtained VA State permission 
to consolidate his three railroads; but, was 
in competition with the B&O and Orange & 
Alexandria railroads who wanted to acquire his 
Virginia and TN Railroad.  If Mahone retained 
control, traffic & profits would flow from 
Lynchburg to Norfolk, If the B&O/Orange & 
Alexandria RRs got control, traffic & profits 
would flow North to Alexandria and Baltimore. 
The Virginia State controlled 60% of the VA & TN 
RR stock; so, the battle was an issue in the 1868 
election from which an opponent of 
consolidation, Robert E. Withers, withdrew as a 
candidate.

William Mahone. After the war, 
Mahone became a Virginia 
State politician, leading the 
Re-adjuster Party. Small of 
size, he was sometimes called 
"Little Billy". 



The Readjuster Party was a political 
coalition formed in Virginia in the late 
1870s during the turbulent period 
following the American Civil War. 
Readjusters aspired "to break the power 
of wealth and established privilege and 
to promote public education” -- a 
program which attracted biracial 
support. 

The party was led by Harrison H. 
Riddleberger of Woodstock, an 
attorney, and William Mahone, a former 
Confederate general who was president 
of several railroads. Mahone was a 
controlling force in Virginia politics 
from around 1870 until 1883, when his 
party, the "Readjusters," lost control to 
the "Conservative Democrats". 

Harrison H. Riddleberger of 
Woodstock in the Valley



The Richmond and Danville 
Railroad (R&D RR) was an 
essential transportation link for 
the Confederacy throughout the 
Civil War. It shipped the 
production of south-central 
Virginia to Richmond. 

The R&D RR bridge over the 
James River is seen in this Beyer 
painting from Gamble’s Hill 
heading South from Richmond to 
Danville (top right).   

After the War, the R&D RR was 
extended to New Orleans as the 
principal North-South RR of the 
South-Eastern United States.



“40 Ac and a Mule” refers to 
the practice of providing farm land to 
former African American slaves who 
became free as Union armies occupied 
areas of the Confederacy, especially in 
Sherman's March.   Maj. Gen. 
William T. Sherman's January 16, 
1865 Special Field Order No. 15
provided for the land, and some of the 
recipients received Army mules for use 
in plowing as well. The combination of 
land and a mule was widely 
recognized as providing a sound 
basis for a family farm.

On January 16, 1865, Union general William T. Sherman issued his Special 
Field Order No. 15, which confiscated as Federal property a strip of coastline 
stretching from Charleston, South Carolina, to the St. John's River in Florida, 
including Georgia's Sea Islands and the mainland thirty miles in from the 
coast. The order redistributed roughly 400,000 acres of land to newly freed 
negro families in forty-acre segments. 



The Bureau of Refugees, 
Freedmen, and 
Abandoned Lands (i.e., the 
“Freedmen's Bureau” ) 
was established in the War 
Department by an act of 
Congress on March 3, 1865. 

The Bureau supervised all 
relief and educational activities 
relating to refugees and 
freedmen, including issuing 
rations, clothing and medicine. 

The Bureau also assumed 
custody of confiscated lands or 
property in the former 
Confederate States, border 
states, District of Columbia, 
and Indian Territory. 



From May 1865 to June 1872, General 
Oliver O. Howard was commissioner of 
the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and 
Abandoned Lands. 

As commissioner of the Freedmen's 
Bureau, Howard was known for 
promoting the welfare and education of 
former slaves, freedmen, and war 
refugees. In November 1872, General 
Howard returned from an assignment to 
discover that his Bureau and all of its 
activities had been officially terminated by 
Congress, effective as of June 1872. 

General Howard played a role in founding 
Howard University (i.e., named after him), 
which was incorporated by Congress in 
1867.The school is nonsectarian and was 
open to both sexes without regard to race. 

Howard’s Medal of Honor Citation: “Led the 61st New York Infantry in a charge at 
Fair Oaks, Va., June 1, 1862  in which he was twice severely wounded in the 
right arm, necessitating amputation.”



The bureau's main goals were to:

provide food and medical care, 

help the freedmen to resettle, 

ensure justice for the freedmen, 

manage abandoned or confiscated 

property, 

regulate labor, and to 

establish schools.

[In many cases, it also provided aid for 
destitute whites.] 

The bureau opened 4000 free schools, 
including several colleges, and 
educated 250,000 African Americans. 
By 1870, 21% of African-American 
population could read. 



Freedmen’s Bureau Chaplain Marrying Former Slaves 
(Sketch by Alfred R. Waud, Harper’s Weekly, June 30, 1866)



Harper’s Weekly 12.23.1865, pg 813 a sketch, by Mr. J.R. Hamilton, of the 
Freedmen’s Bureau at Richmond, as seen from the intersection of Broad 
and Tenth streets, looking south toward the Capitol Grounds; and showing in 
the distance the rear of Crawford’s celebrated statue of Washington and the 
steeple of the famed St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 



President Andrew Johnson vetoed 
extension of the Freedmen’s Bureau; but, 
it was extended by Congress over his 
veto (7/16/1866)



The most widely recognized among the achievements of the Freedman’s Bureau are 
its accomplishments in the field of education. Prior to the Civil War, no southern 
state had a system of universal, state-supported public education as established by 
the Freedmen’s Bureau.

Congress created the Freedmen's Bureau, but did not fund it for the first year. By 
1866, missionary and aid societies worked in conjunction with the Freedmen's Bureau 
to provide education for former slaves. The American Missionary Association was 
particularly active, establishing eleven colleges in southern states for the 
education of freedmen. 

After 1866, Congress 
appropriated some funds to 
use in the freedmen's 
schools. However, the main 
source of educational 
revenue for these schools 
came through a 
Congressional Act that gave 
the Freedmen's Bureau the 
power to seize Confederate 
property for educational 
use.



After the Civil War, the 
American Missionary 
Association founded eleven 
schools and colleges for 
freedmen, including Berea 
College and Atlanta University, 
(1865); Fisk University, (1866); 
Hampton Institute (now 
Hampton University which is a 
historically black university
located in Hampton, Virginia),  
and Tougaloo College, (1869); 
Dillard University, Talladega 
College, LeMoyne/LeMoyne-
Owen College, 
Tillotson/Huston-Tillotson
University, and Avery Normal 
Institute (1867) (now part of the 
College of Charleston. With the 
Freedmen's Bureau, the AMA 
founded Howard University in 
Washington, D.C

"Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute" 
was established in 1868, with former Union
General Samuel Chapman Armstrong (1839–
1893) as its first principal. With the original 
school buildings fronting the Hampton River, it 
was legally chartered in 1870 as a land grant 
school. Among Hampton's earliest graduates 
(class of 1875) was Booker T. Washington, 
who latter founded the Tuskegee Institute 
(University). 







Medical Schools & Negro Doctors in America

In 1895, there were 385 Negro doctors, only 7 per cent graduated from white 
medical schools. By 1905, there were 1,465 Negro doctors in America, only 14.5 per 
cent graduated from white medical schools. Almost 2,400 physicians were graduated 
from Howard and Meharry medical schools from 1890 to the end of WWI.

7 Medical Schools for Negroes were established between 1868 and 1904:

Howard University Medical School, established 1868- Washington, DC
Meharry Medical College, established 1876- Nashville, TN
Leonard Medical School (Shaw University), 1882-1914 Raleigh, NC
New Orleans University Medical College, 1887-1911 New Orleans, LA

(Renamed Flint Medical College)
Chattanooga National Medical College, established 1902-1908 Chattanooga, TN
Knoxville College Medical Department, 1895-1900 Knoxville, TN

(Became Knoxville Medical College in 1900 and closed in 1910)
University of West Tennessee College of Physicians and Surgeons, 1904-
1923 Memphis, TN

By 1923, only Howard University Medical School and Meharry Medical School 
remained.



Freedmen's Hospital was established 1862 in Washington, DC by the Medical 
Division of the Freedmen's Bureau to provide the much needed medical care to 
slaves, especially those freed following the aftermath of the Civil War. The 
hospital was located on the grounds belonging to Howard University and was 
the only Federally-funded health care facility for Negroes in the nation. 



In 1891, Daniel Hale Williams co-
founded Provident Hospital and 
Training School Association, which 
served the Chicago’s South Side 
community and became the first training 
facility for African American nurses in 
the U.S. 

The Freedmen’s Savings and Trust Company 
(i.e., “The Freedmen’s Bank”) was 
incorporated on March 3, 1865. It was created 
by the United States Congress along with the 
Freedmen’s Bureau to aid the freedmen in 
their transition from slavery to freedom.



This photograph may be the only extant image of Freedmen’s Cemetery. 
Taken in 1899, it depicts an Alexandria Brick Company wagon. Freedmen’s 
Cemetery is atop the hill in the background. The brick manufacturer was 
located to the southwest of the cemetery, and removed clay from the west 
slope of the hill, reportedly exposing some graves in the early 1890s.

Freedmen’s Cemetery in 
Alexandria, VA



Freedmen’s Village on Lee’s confiscated estate at Arlington, VA.  As it developed, the 
design and layout of the village were intended to create a climate of order, sobriety and 
industry, consistent with the War Department’s goal of making the former slaves self-
sufficient. An 1865 plan of the settlement shows a very organized community with over fifty 
residences, a hospital, kitchen/mess hall, school house, “old people's home” and laundry, 
amongst other structures, neatly arranged around a central pond. As noted and illustrated 
in Harpers Weekly May 7, 1864, many of these structures were already in place by Spring.



In March of 1866 a convention 
of freedmen (First Convention 
of Colored Men of Kentucky) 
gathered in Lexington, 
Kentucky to attempt to define 
where they currently stood 
politically, economically, and 
socially, and where they 
wanted to be in the future. 

At this meeting they outlined a 
number of resolutions. 
Included among these 
resolutions was one related to 
voting. 



“Black Codes” in the South
Immediately following the war, all-white Southern 
legislatures passed black codes which denied blacks 
the right to purchase or rent land. These efforts to 
force former slaves to work on plantations led 
Congressional Republicans to seize control of 
Reconstruction from President Andrew Johnson, 
deny representatives from the former Confederate 
states their Congressional seats, pass the Civil 
Rights Act of 1866, and draft the 14th Amendment --
extending citizenship rights to African Americans and 
guaranteeing them the equal protection of the laws. 
In 1870, the country went further by ratifying the 15th 
Amendment, which gave voting rights to black men.

“An Act to define the offence of Vagrancy and to provide for the punishment of 
Vagrants: Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas. That a vagrant is hereby declared 
to be an idle person, living without any means of support, and making no exertions to obtain a livelihood, 
by any honest employment. All persons who stroll about to tell fortunes, or to exhibit tricks or cheats in 
public, not licensed by law, common prostitutes and professional gamblers, or persons who keep 
houses for prostitutes, or for gamblers; persons who go about to beg alms, (and who are not afflicted or 
disabled by a physical malady or misfortune); and habitual drunkards, who abandon, neglect or refuse to 
aid in the support of their families, and who may be complained of by their families; or persons who stroll 
idly about the streets of towns or cities, having no local habitation, and no honest business or 
employment, each and all of the above and aforesaid classes be, and they are hereby declared 
vagrants, coming with the meaning of this Act. “

Punishment of “Vagrants” in the South



On March 27th, President Andrew 
Johnson vetoed the Civil Rights Act of 
1866, a piece of legislation that 
moderates in Congress had drafted 
and passed over his veto in order to 
combat the notorious Black Codes. 

According to Eric Foner, the Civil 
Rights Act of1866 defined all persons 
born in the United States (except 
Indians) as national citizens and 
spelled out rights they were to enjoy 
equally without regard to race — non-
discriminatory employment, making 
contracts, bringing lawsuits, and 
enjoying the benefit of “all laws and 
proceedings for the security of person 
and property...”

In constitutional terms, the Civil Rights 
Bill represented the first attempt to 
give meaning to the Thirteenth 
Amendment by defining, in legislative 
terms, the essence of freedom.  

Johnson’s appointed governments in the 
South all passed Black Codes that gave the 
freedmen second class status. Republicans 
took affront at the Black Codes and passed 
the first Civil Rights bill. Johnson broke 
decisively with these Republicans and 
vetoed it on March 27,1866. [Cartoon above 
shows Johnson as Biblical “Samson” fighting 
Reconstruction, Stanton, and Sheridan.]



The Impeachment of 
Andrew Johnson, 
17th President of the 
United States, on 
February 24, 1868 
was the first 
impeachment in 
history of a sitting 
United States 
president. The U.S. 
House of 
Representatives
found eleven articles 
of impeachment 
detailing his "high 
crimes and 
misdemeanors.”

The House's primary charge against Johnson was with violation of the Tenure 
of Office Act passed by Congress the previous year. Specifically, he had 
removed Edwin M. Stanton, the Secretary of War from his cabinet. The trial 
began with Supreme Court Chief Justice Salmon P. Chase presiding. It 
concluded on May 16, 1868 with Johnson's acquittal, the final vote fell one 
vote shy of the required tally for conviction. 



Carpetbaggers, Scalawags and 
Redeemers

The freedmen, in alliance with 
carpetbaggers (Northerners who had 
migrated to the South after the Civil 
War) and Southern white Republicans 
known as scalawags, temporarily 
gained power in every former 
Confederate state except Virginia. 

The Reconstruction governments drew 
up democratic state constitutions, 
expanded women’s rights, provided 
debt relief, and established the South’s 
first state-funded schools. But internal 
divisions within the Southern 
Republican party, white terror, and 
Northern apathy allowed white 
Southern Democrats known as 
Redeemers to return to power. N.C. Wyeth, The Carpetbaggers (1912)



(Right) “Colored Rule” a cartoon 
characterization of negro representatives 
in Southern state legislatures (Harper’s 
Weekly March 14, 1874) [During 
Reconstruction, sixteen negroes served 
in Congress and about 600 served in 
Southern state legislatures.]

(Left) Scalawags (i.e., Southern 
White Republicans or “Unionists”) 
shown in a secret meeting 
(Harper’s Weekly Aug. 4, 1866)



Share-cropping

During Reconstruction, former slaves 
and many small white farmers became 
trapped in a new system of economic 
exploitation known as 
sharecropping. 

In exchange for land, a cabin, and 
supplies, sharecroppers agreed to 
raise a cash crop and give half the crop 
to their landlord. High interests rates 
charged for goods bought on credit 
transformed sharecropping into a 
system of economic dependency and 
poverty. 

In “sharecropping” two parties shared the profits from the same land. The 
sharecropper usually supplied all of the labor and 1/2 the seed, while the 
owner of the land provided the land, the draft stock, farming supplies and ½
the seed. When the crop was harvested, each party received 1/2 of the 
income.  This way of life was prevalent in the South after the Civil War.



IN 1880



Most former slaves continued to work on Southern 
plantations as a result of “black codes” which restricted 
their other options (i.e., on cotton, tobacco, rice, or 
sugar cane farms)

“Major Physical and Cash Crop Regions 
of the South”,  from Foner’s A Short 
History of Reconstruction, pg 57



Cotton was “King” as the deep South’s most valuable cash crop which was 
exported to industrial societies in the North and Europe (e.g., Britain)



Working on a Virginia Tobacco 
Plantation            (Getty Images)



Rice Culture in Savannah, GA 
(Harper’s Weekly Jan. 5, 1867)



Sugar Cane Harvest in Louisiana 
(Harper’s Weekly – Oct. 30, 1875)



On 27 January 
1870, a Richmond 
newspaper 
reported that 
"President Grant (at 
right) yesterday 
signed the bill re-
admitting Virginia 
to representation 
in Congress,

Virginia Re-admitted to the “Union” (1870)

and now it only remains for us to organize 
our own Government to be once more a 
State governed, at least at home, by men 
of its own choice."  This announcement 
and General Order #10 from the 1st 
Military District Commander dated 
1.28.1870 (at right) officially ended 
Reconstruction in Virginia, a period in 
which Congress required each of the 
former Confederate states to meet certain 
conditions before its population could 
regain full citizenship.



End of Reconstruction Throughout the 
South (Compromise of 1877)

The last Federal troops were withdrawn from 
all Southern states after the “Compromise of 
1877”, which gave Rutherford B. Hayes the 
White House; and, thereafter, he ended 
Reconstruction where it still existed in the 
South.

Radical Reconstructionist Republicans left 
with the troops and the Redeemer 
Democrats immediately began enacting 
disenfranchising legislation (i.e., Jim Crow 
laws). 

The Redeemers were from the conservative, 
pro-business wing of the Southern 
Democratic party. They cut back spending for 
public education and passed poll taxes, 
literacy tests, and residency requirements for 
voting.   For example, between 1900 and 
1903, black voter registration in Alabama fell 
from 181,315 to 2,980. White registration 
also fell but only by a little more than 40,000. 

Legend has it that Republicans 
gave Southern Democrats 
assurances, in the Compromise 
of 1877, that if their (i.e., LA, FL, 
& SC) electoral votes when for 
Hayes as president, he would 
pull federal troops out of the 
South and end Reconstruction. 
In fact, Hayes pulled troops out 
of LA and SC within 2 months of 
taking office (Foner, pg. 244). 



Hayes Elected by 1 Electoral Vote in 1877 Including 19 
Disputed Southern Votes (i.e., LA, FL, & SC) in the 
“Compromise of 1877” that Ended Reconstruction



Jim Crow Laws (i.e., Roll back of 
Reconstruction). Reconstruction 
advances in civil/legal rights were 
overturned by Redeemer governments 
in the South and there was a 
retrenchment of federal 
guarantees.(Significant shift of federal 
resources and attention to protecting 
property, i.e., pro-business and against 
challenges by labor). Supreme Court, 
1883, overturned Civil Rights Act of 
1875 and established Plessey v 
Ferguson rules for the legality of 
“separate but equal” in transportation 
facilities and a full range of JIM CROW 
segregation ordinances.

Jim Crow Laws and revised state 
constitutions restricted franchise for 
blacks and poor whites throughout the 
South; by the 1890s, blacks were 
almost completely eliminated from 
voter rolls in the South.



The Virginia State Constitution of 1902

Political pressure mounted within Virginia to eliminate 
the black vote, ostensibly as a way to stop electoral 
fraud and corruption. The 1901 constitutional 
convention met during this climate, and the 
convention was primarily focused on restricting such 
voting rights without violating the Fifteenth 
Amendment to the United States Constitution or 
disenfranchising poor whites. 

The delegates created requirements that all 
prospective voters had to pay poll taxes or pass a 
literacy test. An exemption was granted for military 
veterans and sons of veterans, who were virtually all 
white. The changes were effective in disenfranchising 
black voters, though many illiterate whites were also 
unable to meet the new requirements -- succeeding 
elections showed that the Virginia electorate had 
effectively been cut in half as a result of the changes.

Other significant provisions of the 1902 Constitution included the requirement 
of racial segregation in schools and the abolition of the county court system.  
The 1902 Constitution was adopted without ratification by the electorate. 

"No White Man to Lose
His Vote in Virginia" 



The Klu Klux Klan (KKK) is the name of several past and present extremist right wing groups 
in the United States whose avowed purpose is to protect the rights and further the interests of White 
Americans of Protestant faith by violence and intimidation. 

The first such organizations originated in the Southern states during Reconstruction and eventually 
grew to national scope. They developed iconic white costumes consisting of robes, masks, and 
conical hats. 

The KKK has a record of using terrorism, violence, and lynchings to murder and oppress African 
Americans, Jews and other minorities and to intimidate and oppose Roman Catholics and labor 
unionists. 

“Worse Than Slavery” (Harper’s 
Weekly)

KKK Gathering 
in 1923



Virginia’s Post Reconstruction Timeline (1876-1900)
1876 – Exploiting Coal and Hardwood Forests in Southwestern Virginia

1877 - James River flooded at Richmond, many lives lost, 20 homes swept away, damages 
estimated at $1 million 

1881  Creation of the Norfolk and Western RR to ship coal from Virginia and WV mines

1882  The American Colonization Society, founded by Presbyterian minister Robert Finley, 
establishes the colony of Monrovia in Western Africa

1885 Resurgence of Virginia’s Hot Springs/Resorts

1894  Creation of the Southern Railway from the Richmond and Danville RR

1895 - Association for the Preservation of Virginia's Antiquities (APVA) is created. 

1896 Plessy v. Ferguson: This landmark Supreme Court decision holds that 
racial segregation is constitutional, paving the way for the repressive Jim Crow laws in the 

South. 

1898 The Spanish American War Begins and is Ended by the Treaty of Paris [the US 
annexes Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines.] 

1899   Mr./Mrs. Edward E. Barney give 22.5 acres on Jamestown Island to the APVA. 



The "coal counties" in Southwestern Virginia were unable to ship their product 
to market by rail before the Civil War. After 1865, Northern financiers 
supported the extension of Virginia railroads into the timber- and coal-rich 
mountains of South-western VA. [e.g., the Pocahontas Mine in Tazewell 
County has a seam of high-quality coal 13 feet thick, making it unusually easy 
to mine. ]

Coal Exploited in 

Tazewell Co., VA



(Top Left) First Train into 
Tazewell Co., VA; (Left) Loading 
Coal at the Pocahontas Tipple; 
(Top) Coal Miner at Pocahontas



Hardwood Forests of South-
western Virginia



Southern Appalachian Northern Hardwood 
Forest dominated by yellow buckeye (Aesculus
flava), sugar maple (Acer saccharum), and 
Appalachian white snakeroot (Ageratina
altissima var. roanensis). Elk Garden Ridge, 
Balsam Mountains, Grayson County (George 
Washington and Jefferson National Forests)



Moving Timber by Rail from Appalachian Hardwood Forests



Resurgence of 
Virginia’s Hot 
Springs/Resorts

White Sulphur
Springs (Circled 
at right)

[Pre-Civil War]



VIRGINIA AT RESORTS 1885. 
Vignettes of famous Virginia 
landmarks - Natural Bridge & 
White Sulphur Springs. [Hand 
colored engraving at right from 
Harper's Weekly, 1885.] 

Old Point Comfort Resort



Drinking the Water at White Sulphur Springs 
(Harper’s New Monthly Magazine)



The Richmond and Danville Railroad (R&D RR), formed in 1847, was expanded 
into a large North-South railway system after the American Civil War under the 
leadership of Algernon S. Buford.

Norfolk and Western RR (N&W RR) was formed in 1881, under new owners 
with a keen interest and financial investments in the coal fields of Western 
Virginia and West Virginia – coal was a product which came to define and 
enrich the railroads. 

When the R&D RR fell on hard times financially in the early 1890s, it became a 
major portion of the newly created Southern Railway. In 1894,  financier J. P. 
Morgan selected veteran railroader Samuel Spencer as President to head his 
new RR, which became well-known as both profitable and innovative.

Steam Locomotive with Coal Cars



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR (Feb. 15, 1898 – Sinking of the USS “Maine” in Havana)

Although the United States did not declare war against Spain until 25 April 1898, fifteen Virginia sailors 
were killed or listed as Missing in Action as a result of the explosion of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor 
on 15 February 1898. “Remember the Maine” became the battle cry for those Americans who held Spain 
responsible for the deaths of these American sailors. Two months later the war officially began.

Virginians served in four volunteer regiments, the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 6th Virginia Regiments. The 
Virginians who volunteered expected to see active service as a part of the Volunteer Army of the United 
States, but few of them ever reached Cuba. Of the four regiments, only the 4th Regiment was sent to 
Cuba, and only for a short time following the signing of the Treaty of Paris which officially ended the war. 



Virginians Killed or Missing in Action from the USS Maine’s Sinking (15)

Name Job From
Aitken, James P Boatswain Mate, 1st Class Norfolk

Anderson, Charles Landsman Norfolk

Caine, Thomas Blacksmith Portsmouth

Flaherty, Michael Fireman, 1st Class Portsmouth

Gordon, Joseph F. Fireman, 1st Class Portsmouth

Lambert, William Fireman, 2nd Class Hampton

Lancaster, Luther Boatswain Mate, 2nd Class Fredericksburg

Moore, Edward H. Seaman Charles City

Perry, Robert Mess Attendant Norfolk

Pinkney, James Mess Attendant Norfolk

Rushworth, William Chief Machinist Norfolk

Simmons, Alfred Coal-passer Portsmouth

Smith, Nicholas Apprentice, 1st Class Lynchburg

White, Robert Mess Attendant Portsmouth

Whiten, George Seaman Middleburg

Spanish Am. 

War Memorial

Arlington, VA



Virginians Serving on the USS Maine Who Were Saved (5)

Name Job From
Allen, James W. Mess Attendant Norfolk

Galpin, C. P. Private Falls Church

Harris, Westmore Mess Attendant Charles City

Panck, John H. Fireman, 1st Class Lynchburg

Williams, Henry Cabin Cook Richmond    

The Spanish–American War took place between April and August 1898.  At the 
time, the U.S. considered Spain quite a threat. So, in 1898, a second-class 
armored cruiser, USS Maine, was ordered from its home port in Hampton 
Roads to Key West and then on to Havana, Cuba to show the flag. When the 
Maine was destroyed in Havana Harbor, the news headlines screamed 
“Remember the Maine, To Hell with Spain!”

“So, we went to war and in Hampton Roads, the hostilities caused a brief flurry 
of excitement. A ‘Flying Squadron’ of naval vessels was assembled to 
counteract any threat to the East Coast, the Navy re-commission eight Civil 
War ironclad monitors to help protect our coastal cities, they laid an 
electrically controlled mine field in the waters off Fort Monroe, and called out 
the Naval Militia to patrol the Chesapeake Bay.  The local boys who had gone 
to war didn’t come home until February, 1899.”



The war lasted only four months. John Hay (the United States Ambassador to 
the United Kingdom), writing from London to his friend Theodore Roosevelt, 
declared that from start to finish it had been "a splendid little war.” The press 
showed Northerners and Southerners, blacks and whites fighting against a 
common foe helping to ease the scars left from the American Civil War.
(Roosevelt’s Charge up San Juan Hill -- Painting by Frederic Remington 1909)



Colonel Roosevelt and the 
Rough Riders after 
capturing San Juan Hill 

As a result of the War, the US 
annexed Puerto Rico, Guam 
and the Philippine Islands
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