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Time-line of Major Events
1947-1991  The “Cold War” between Western Allies (i.e., US/NATO) and the Soviet Union

1947 Former Governor Darden (1942-1946) becomes President Of UVA (1947-1959)

1950 Polio Epidemic hits Virginia (declines after vaccine is discovered in 1955)

1950 Korean War (from North Korea Invading the South on 25 June 1950 to signing of 
“Armistice” on 27 July 1953)

1950 Gregory Swanson becomes 1st black student admitted to UVA (Law School)

1950s & ’60s Sarah Patton Boyle becomes a prominent Civil Rights leader; writes The 
Desegregated Heart: A Virginian's Stand in Time of Transition (1962)

1951 President Truman dismisses General MacArthur (April 11th); Virginia General Matthew 
B. Ridgway takes over as Korean War Commander

1952 In Davis vs County School Board of Prince Edward County, a Federal District Court 
rules segregation in public schools is unconstitutional (later appealed in Brown v 
Board of Educ.)

1952 VA General Assembly ratifies 19th Amendment to the US Constitution (Women’s Right 
to Vote) 

1954 Senator Harry Byrd, Sr. and James J. Kilpatrick lead “Massive Resistance” Movement 

1955 Vietnam War (November 1, 1955 to the fall of Saigon on April 30, 1975)

1957 Queen Elizabeth II visits Jamestown on its 350th founding anniversary 

1959 Virginia Senate strikes down many of Commonwealth’s pro-segregation policies



Time-line of Major Events (Cont.)
1962 President Kennedy discovered Soviet intermediate range missiles in Cuba and negotiated 

their removal in exchange for a promise never to invade Cuba

1963 President John F. Kennedy assassinated and buried at Arlington National Cemetery 

1964 The 17.6 mile, Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel from VA Beach to the Eastern Shore is   
Opened

1965 Statler Brothers win pop music, Song of Year Grammy for “Flowers on the Wall”

1966 Virginia’s “poll tax” ruled unconstitutional in Harper v. VA State Board of Elections

1967 US Supreme Court Ruling in Green vs County School Board of New Kent Co. required 
“definable results” in school desegregation

1968 William Styron of Newport News -- Pulitzer Prize for The Confessions of Nat Turner

1969 July 20 Americans Land on the Moon

1970 Norfolk public schools integrated under court-ordered, “forced busing” plan

1971 The 6th Virginia State Constitution is approved by General Assembly, ratified by voters in 
Nov. of 1970, and becomes effective on July 1, 1971

1973 Virginia-bred Thoroughbred “Secretariat” wins Triple Crown Races 

1974 Richard M. Nixon Resigns Presidency (August 9th)

1975 Virginians Dumas Malone and Anne Dillard win Pulitzer Prizes for Literature



Time-line of Major Events (Cont.)
1975 Arthur Ashe from Richmond becomes 1st black man to win the Tennis Title at 
Wimbledon, England

1979-80 Kylene Barker is first Virginian to become Miss America; Eva F. Scott becomes 
1st woman member of VA Senate

1980 William Styron’s Sophie’s Choice and Tom Wolfe’s The Right Stuff win National 
Book Awards and Academy Awards for the movie versions

1986 Mary Sue Terry of Patrick Co., VA becomes 1st female Attorney General of VA

1989 Berlin Wall separating East and West Germany is taken down 

1990 Lawrence Douglas Wilder becomes 1st black man to be elected Governor of VA

1990 War against Iraq called the “Persian Gulf War” (August 2, 1990 – Feb. 28, 1991)

1996 US Supreme Court rules “all male” admission policy at VMI was unconstitutional

1998 Moses Malone of Petersburg, VA is named one of the NBA’s top 50 players of all-
time

2000 Commonwealth’s population grew to almost 8 million (12th largest state in the 
country)

2001 Sept. 11th, 4 American jetliners were hijacked by 19 al-Qaeda terrorists.  Two were 
crashed into the Twin Towers in New York City, one crashed in rural PA, and one was 
crashed into the Pentagon in Arlington, VA killing 184 people



Time-line of Major Events (Cont.)

2001 US begins war against Al-Qeada Terrorists in Afghanistan (Oct. 7th)

2003 US begins war against Saddam Hussein and Al-Qeada Terrorists in Iraq (March 20th) 

2003  In July, Governors Robert Ehrlich of Maryland and Mark Warner of Virginia  agree to 
develop a commercial spaceport at Wallops Island on the DELMARVA Peninsula

2007 America Celebrates 400th Anniversary of 1st Permanent British Settlement in North 
America at Jamestown, Va (Dr. Bill Kelso has retrieved over 800,000 artifacts from the 
rediscovered settlement site at Jamestown)

2008 Barack Obama becomes 1st black man to be elected President of the United States

2008 Ann Dunwoody (of Ft. Belvoir, VA) is first woman in US military history to become a 
four-star general 

2008-2012  America’s Economy in “Recession”

2010  Caressa Cameron (22) of Fredericksburg, VA becomes Miss America

2011 In May, Osama bin Laden found/executed at “hide-out” in Pakistan

2011 “Arab Spring”  uprisings throughout Middle-East (Libya ruler overthrown by rebels)

2012  In America’s national elections,  Barack Obama (D) defeats Mitt Romney (R)



The Cold War (1947–1991) was the 
continuing state of political conflict, 
military tension, proxy wars, and 
economic competition existing after 
World War II (1939–1945), primarily 
between the Soviet Union and its 
satellite states, and the powers of the 
Western world, particularly the 
United States. 

Although the primary participants' 
military forces never officially 
clashed directly, they expressed the 
conflict through military coalitions, 
strategic conventional force 
deployments, extensive aid to states 
deemed vulnerable, proxy wars, 
espionage, propaganda, a nuclear 
arms race, and economic and 
technological competitions, such as 
the “Space Race”.

The Cold War ended when the USSR 
was declared officially dissolved on 
December 26, 1991.

The Cold War featured periods of relative 
calm and of high tension [e.g.,  the Berlin 
Blockade (1948–1949), the Korean War
(1950–1953), the Berlin Crisis of 1961, the 
Vietnam War (1959–1975), the Cuban 
Missile Crisis (1962), the Soviet war in 
Afghanistan (1979–1989), and the Able 
Archer 83 NATO exercises in November 
1983).]  Both sides sought “détente” to 
relieve political tensions and deter direct 
military actions which would probably 
guarantee their mutually assured 
destruction with nuclear weapons. 

US President Ronald Reagan (left) and USSR 
President  Mikhail Gorbachev meet in 1985 to discuss 
nuclear arms reduction &  better  relations...



Colgate W. Darden Jr. 

VA Governor (1942-1946)

UVA President 1947-1959

Darden also served two terms in the Virginia House of Delegates, four terms in the 
House of Representatives, and was a delegate to the United Nations. As governor, he 
opposed the poll tax, and tried to write into the state constitution a provision that would 
ensure an education for every child. Additionally, he worked to increase teacher pay. 
And because education alone would not improve the quality of life for Virginia citizens, 
he saw to it that there were full-time health officers in every county. In higher education 
he made public, albeit segregated, education available to African Americans and women. 
He completed negotiations to make Mary Washington the women’s division of the 
University of Virginia; and Radford College, the women’s college affiliated with Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute. Later, while president of the University he worked to establish a 
two-year college, Clinch Valley, in southwest Virginia.



Polio epidemic hits Virginia in 1950 (number of cases declines after polio 
vaccine is discovered in 1955)

Number of New Polio Cases in Virginia

(1948-1965)



Gregory H. 
Swanson (left) 
consults with 
Assistant Law 
Dean Woltz and 
registers (below 
center) at U.Va. 
on September 15, 
1950 becoming 
the 1st black man 
admitted to the 
University.

In rejecting Swanson’s application for 
admission to Univ. of VA, the Board of 
Visitors stated that:

“The applicant is a colored man. The 
Constitution and the laws of the State of 
Virginia provide that white and colored shall 
not be taught in the same schools. It has been 
the traditional policy of the University of 
Virginia to provide for the difference between 
tuition costs at the University of Virginia and 
the cost at other comparable institutions for 
colored applicants who may not be admitted 
to the University of Virginia Law School by 
reason of the law of this State. The Board of 
Visitors feels that it is obligated to comply 
with the Constitution and laws of the State of 
Virginia. Therefore, the application has been 
denied”.

In July of 1950, the US Circuit Court of 
Appeals ordered that he be admitted to 
the Univ. Law School.  He was admitted; 
but, not allowed to live on campus. In 1951, 
he withdrew and went into private practice.



Sarah Patton Boyle was one of Virginia's 
most prominent civil rights activists 
during the 1950s and 1960s; and, she 
authored a widely acclaimed 
autobiography The Desegregated Heart: A 
Virginian's Stand in Time of Transition
(1962).

Late in 1954, she was one of the few white 
witnesses to appear before a committee of 
the General Assembly to denounce efforts to 
block the desegregation of the state's public 
schools under the Massive Resistance 
policy declared by U.S. Senator Harry F. 
Byrd Sr.

Her campaign attracted little attention in 
Charlottesville, however, until February 1955, 
when the Saturday Evening Post published 
one of her articles. She was an active 
member of the NAACP & the Virginia Council 
on Human Relations. In 1956, she received 
the woman-of-the-year award from the 
National Council of Negro Women



Korean War (1950–53) was a military conflict between the Republic of Korea 
(i.e., South Korea), supported by the United Nations forces led by the United 
States, and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (i.e., North Korea), 
supported by the People's Republic of China (PRC) with air support from the 
Soviet Union. 

The war began on 25 June 1950 when North Koreans invaded the South (i.e., 
across the 38th parallel) and an armistice ending hostilities was signed on 27 
July 1953. Battle lines are shown below and changed as the war progressed.

Chinese attacked

North Korea 
Invaded the 

South

UN forces 
Counter-
attacked

Stalemate



UN Forces moving North in 1950



The map (left) shows the position of 
combatants after the UN forces 
landed at Inchon and advanced to 
the North from Seoul just before the 
Communist Chinese counter-
attacked in support of the North 
Koreans in November of 1950.  It is 
believed that the Chinese counter-
attack was based in part on the 
threat posed by UN forces on its 
border with Korea.

Chinese troops attack a hill in the Chosin Reservoir. 
The Chinese Army lost about 1,000,000 men in the 
Korean conflict.



The American F-86 “Sabre” was one of the 
last classic dogfighters which was pivotal 
in winning the air war with Russian 
“MIGs” in Korea. 



Virginian Lt. General Matthew Ridgway; 
Major General Doyle Hickey; and General 
Douglas MacArthur, Commander in Chief 

of United Nations Forces in Korea, in a 
jeep at a command post, Yang Yang, 

Korea, approximately 15 miles north of 
the 38th parallel, April 3, 1951.

Ridgeway (left) and MacArthur (right) as 
they exchange Command in Korea



Francis Colton Hammond (November 9, 
1931 – March 27, 1953) was a United States 
Navy Hospital Corpsman who served with a 
United States Marine Corps unit during the 
Korean War. He was posthumously awarded 
the Medal of Honor for his actions during 
the night of March 26–27, 1953.

Born in Alexandria, Virginia, Hammond 
graduated from that city's George 
Washington High School in 1949. He joined 
the Navy from Alexandria and by March 26, 
1953, was serving as a hospital corpsman 
with the 1st Marine Division in Korea. On 
that night, during a counterattack against an 
entrenched force, he exposed himself to 
intense hostile fire in order to treat wounded 
Marines, even after he had been wounded 
himself. When a relief unit arrived and his 
own unit was ordered to pull back, 
Hammond remained in the area, helping 
evacuate casualties and assisting the newly 
arrived corpsmen, until he was killed by 
mortar fire. 



Richard Thomas Shea, Jr. 
(January 3, 1927 – July 8, 
1953) was a soldier in the 
United States Army in the 
Korean War. He was listed as 
missing in action on July 8, 
1953, and was later declared 
killed in action. Lt. Shea was 
awarded the Medal of Honor 
posthumously. A native of 
Norfolk, Virginia, Shea 
graduated from Churchland 
High School. 

Richard Shea received the Medal of Honor for actions on 7 and 8 July 1953 
as an Army first lieutenant and acting company commander at Pork Chop 
Hill, Sokkogae, Korea during the Korean War. Fighting outnumbered, he 
voluntarily proceeded to the area most threatened, organizing and leading a 
counterattack. In the ensuing bitter fighting, he killed two of the enemy with 
his trench knife. In over 18 hours of heavy fighting, he moved among the 
defenders of Pork Chop Hill organizing a successful defense. Leading a 
counterattack, he killed three enemy soldiers single-handedly. Wounded he 
refused evacuation. He was last seen alive fighting hand-to-hand while 
leading another desperate counterattack.



The Korean War Veterans Memorial on the 
mall in Washington, DC was created to honor 
the men and women who served.  There are 
more than 2,500 images representing the war 
depicted on the walls of the memorial. 
Inside, there are nineteen 7 foot statues and 
a circular “Pool of Remembrance.” Around 
the edge of the Pool, casualty statistics for 
the troops who fought in the war are 
engraved on the stones.



Davis vs County School Board of Prince 
Edward County

Among the cases appealed to the US 
Supreme Court in its Brown v Board of 
Education decision, the Davis case was 
the only one involving student protests.

Robert Russa Moton High School, an 
all-black school in Farmville, VA,  
suffered from terrible conditions due to 
underfunding. 

The school did not have a gymnasium, 
cafeteria, or teachers' restrooms. 
Teachers and students did not have 
desks or blackboards, and due to 
overcrowding, some students had to 
take classes in an immobile school bus 
parked outside. 

The school's requests for additional 
funds were denied by the all-white 
school board.

As a result of the Brown decision in 1959, 
the Board of Supervisors for Prince 
Edward County refused to appropriate any 
funds for the County School Board at all, 
effectively closing all public schools 
rather than integrate them. Wealthy white 
students often attended all-white private 
schools called “segregation academies”
that were formed in response. Black and 
poorer white students had to go to school 
elsewhere or forgo their education 
altogether. Prince Edward County's public 
schools remained closed for five years. 
When they finally reopened, the system 
was fully integrated. 

Underfunded All-black Moton HS



School bus delivering students to tar-
paper building at Robert R. Moton High 
School (1953)



James Jackson Kilpatrick (born 
November 1, 1920) is a retired 
conservative columnist.  Kilpatrick 
spent many years as editor of the 
Richmond News Leader where he 
supported “Massive Resistance” in 
response to the US Supreme Court’s 
School Integration decision. 
[He changed his position over many 
years' reflection and subsequently 
renounced his former thinking.  
Kilpatrick is perhaps best known for 
his nine years as a debater on the TV 
news magazine 60 Minutes. ]

US Senator Harry Flood Byrd, Sr. 
opposed the federal government's 
growing budget, bureaucracy, and power. 
After the Brown decision, Byrd promoted 
a strategy called "Massive Resistance,"
which was a legislative package allowing 
local school boards to individually assign 
pupils—to preserve segregated 
classrooms—seizing, closing, and 
withdrawing financial support from 
schools about to integrate, and providing 
tuition grants for private integrated 
schooling of children.  Eventually, this 
strategy failed and Virginia’s public 
schools were integrated.

“Massive Resistance”



The Vietnam War was a Cold War 
military conflict that occurred in 
Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia from 
November 1, 1955, to April 30, 1975
when Saigon fell (i.e., 20 years). 

This war was fought between the 
communist North Vietnam, supported 
by its communist allies, and the 
government of South Vietnam, 
supported by the United States and 
other anti-communist nations.

The Viet Cong, a lightly-armed South 
Vietnamese communist-controlled 
common front, largely fought a 
guerrilla war against anti-communist 
forces in the region. The North 
Vietnamese Army engaged in a more 
conventional war, at times committing 
large units into battle. U.S. and South 
Vietnamese forces relied on air 
superiority and overwhelming 
firepower to conduct search and 
destroy operations, involving ground 
forces, artillery and airstrikes.



The United States entered the war to prevent 
a communist takeover of South Vietnam as 
part of a wider strategy of containment. US 
military advisors arrived beginning in 1950. 
U.S. involvement escalated in the early 
1960s, with U.S. troop levels tripling in 1961 
and tripling again in 1962. U.S. combat units 
were deployed beginning in 1965. Operations 
spanned borders, with Laos and Cambodia 
heavily bombed.  US involvement peaked in 
1968 at the time of the Tet Offensive. After 
this, U.S. ground forces were withdrawn as 
part of a policy called Vietnamization. 
Despite the Paris Peace Accords, signed by 
all parties in January 1973, fighting 
continued.

The capture of Saigon by the North 
Vietnamese army in April 1975 marked the 
end of the Vietnam War. North and South 
Vietnam were reunified the following year.

The war exacted a huge human cost in terms 
of fatalities including 3 to 4 million 
Vietnamese from both sides, 1.5 to 2 million 
Laotians and Cambodians, and 58,159 U.S. 
soldiers

(Top) Search & Destroy Mission; (Btm) 
Bombing No. Vietnam; Communist 
Peasants held for questioning in So. 
Vietnam



Accelerated Bombing, Negotiations (1972), and Communists Capture of 
Saigon to End the War in 1975

The war was the central issue of the 1972 
US presidential election. Nixon's opponent, 
George McGovern, campaigned on a 
platform of withdrawal from Vietnam. 
Nixon's National Security Adviser, Henry 
Kissinger, continued secret negotiations 
with North Vietnam's Le Duc Tho. In 
October of 1972, they reached an 
agreement to end the War. 

Saigon, the capital of South 
Vietnam, was captured by 
the North Vietnamese Army 
on April 30, 1975. The event 
marked the end of the 
Vietnam War and the start of 
a transition period leading 
to the formal reunification 
of North and South Vietnam 
under communist rule. 

(Left) Vietnamese refugees airlifted from Saigon to 
Am. Carriers offshore; (Right) communist tank 
crashes thru gate of government palace in Saigon



Vietnam Medal of Honor Recipients

During the Vietnam War, 246 Medals of Honor were received, 154 of them 
posthumously. Soldiers of the Army received the most with 160, followed by 
57 to the Marines, 16 to the Navy and the remaining 13 to the Air Force. Nine 
recipients were from Virginia.

Michael Fleming Folland (April 15, 1949 – July 3, 1969) was a United States 
Army soldier and a recipient of the United States military's highest 
decoration—the Medal of Honor—for his actions in the Vietnam War. Folland 
joined the Army from his birth city of Richmond, Virginia, and by July 3, 1969 
was serving as a Corporal in Company D, 2d Battalion, 3rd Infantry Regiment, 
199th Infantry Brigade. During a firefight on that day, in Long Khanh Province, 
Republic of Vietnam, Folland smothered the blast of an enemy-thrown hand 
grenade with his body, sacrificing his life to protect those around him.



Wesley Lee Fox (born September 30, 1931) 
is a decorated United States Military 
veteran and retired Colonel in the Marine 
Corps. Fox earned the nation's highest 
military award, the Medal of Honor, for 
valor during the Vietnam War. In addition, 
as a 43-year veteran, he is uniquely 
distinguished by having held all but one 
enlisted and officer rank from private to 
colonel.  He retired only upon reaching the 
mandatory retirement age of 62. Fox is 
widely regarded as a legendary hero within 
the Corps, and his story is known to many 
Marines.

Fox was born to John Wesley and Desola Lee Fox in Herndon, Virginia. The 
oldest of ten siblings. He enlisted in the Marine Corps shortly before his 19th 
birthday, on August 4, 1950. Corporal Fox was wounded in action during the 
Korean War on September 8, 1951, but returned for a second tour of duty in 
Korea as a Platoon Sergeant. In Vietnam, when his executive officer was 
mortally wounded, Capt. Fox reorganized the company and directed the fire of 
his men as they hurled grenades against the enemy and drove the hostile forces 
into retreat. Wounded again in the final assault, Capt. Fox refused medical 
attention, established a defensive posture, and supervised the preparation of 
casualties for medical evacuation 



William Atkinson Jones, III (May 31, 
1922-November 15, 1969) was a 
United States Air Force officer and a 
recipient of the United States 
military's highest decoration—the 
Medal of Honor—for his actions in 
the Vietnam War. 

Jones joined the Air Force from 
Charlottesville, Virginia, and by 
September 1, 1968 was serving as a 
colonel in the 602d Special 
Operations Squadron, operating out 
of Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai Air 
Force Base, Thailand. William 
Atkinson Jones, then an Air Force 
lieutenant colonel led a flight of four 
A-1H Skyraider aircraft on an escort 
mission. The flight was 
accompanying two helicopters sent 
out to rescue the pilot of an F-4 
Phantom downed about 20 miles 
northwest of Dong Hoi.



Garfield McConnell Langhorn (September 
10, 1948 – January 15, 1969) was a United 
States Army soldier and a recipient of 
America's highest military decoration—the 
Medal of Honor—for his actions in the 
Vietnam War.  Langhorn was born in 
Cumberland, Virginia, joined the Army in 
Brooklyn, New York, and by January 15, 
1969 was serving as a Private First Class 
in Troop C, 7th Squadron (Airmobile), 17th 
Cavalry Regiment, 1st Aviation Brigade. 

On that day, Langhorn's unit attempted to 
rescue the crew of a downed American 
helicopter. After finding the crash site and 
the bodies of its dead crewmen, the unit 
turned back, only to be attacked by 
entrenched North Vietnamese forces. 
During the battle, Langhorn threw himself 
on an enemy hand grenade that had been 
thrown near several wounded soldiers. He 
was killed in the ensuing explosion, but 
succeeded in protecting the lives of his 
fellow soldiers.



Private First Class Gary Wayne 
Martini (September 21, 1948–April 
21, 1967) was a United States 
Marine who posthumously 
received the Medal of Honor for 
heroism in April 1967 during the 
Vietnam War. 

Martini was born on September 
21, 1948, in Lexington, Virginia. 
His early education was 
completed in Frankford, West 
Virginia, where he participated in 
intramural sports 

Transferring to the Far East in the 
Republic of Vietnam in December 
1966, PFC Martini joined Company 
F, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st 
Marine Division. During Operation 
Union at Binh Son, Da Nang, on 
April 21, 1967, he was mortally 
wounded when he went to the aid 
of his wounded comrades. 



Gary Lee Miller March 19, 1947) –
February 16, 1969 was a United 
States Army officer and a recipient 
of the United States military's 
highest decoration—the Medal of 
Honor—for his actions in the 
Vietnam War.

Miller was born in Covington, VA
and joined the Army from Roanoke, 
Virginia, and by February 16, 1969 
was serving as a first lieutenant in 
Company A, 1st Battalion, 28th 
Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry 
Division. On that day, in Binh Duong 
Province, Republic of Vietnam, 

Miller smothered the blast of an 
enemy-thrown grenade with his 
body, sacrificing his life to protect 
those around him. Miller was 21 at 
his death.



Charles Bedford Morris (December 29, 
1931 – August 22, 1996) was a United 
States Army soldier and a recipient of 
the United States military's highest 
decoration—the Medal of Honor—for 
his actions in the Vietnam War.

Morris was from Fancy Gap, VA and 
joined the Army from Roanoke, 
Virginia, and served during the Korean 
War before heading to Vietnam. By 
June 29, 1966 he was a Sergeant in 
Company A, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 
503rd Infantry Regiment, 173d Airborne 
Brigade (Separate). During a firefight 
on that day in the Republic of Vietnam, 
Morris continued to lead his squad, 
fight the enemy, and help the wounded 
despite being wounded himself four 
separate times. For his actions during 
the battle he was promoted to Staff 
Sergeant and, on December 14, 1967, 
awarded the Medal of Honor.



Ruppert Leon Sargent (January 
6, 1938 – March 15, 1967) was a 
United States Army officer and a 
recipient of America's highest 
military decoration—the Medal of 
Honor—for his actions in the 
Vietnam War.

Sargent was born in Hampton, 
VA and  joined the Army from 
Richmond, Virginia, and by 
March 15, 1967 was serving as a 
First Lieutenant in Company B, 
4th Battalion, 9th Infantry 
Regiment, 25th Infantry Division. 
On that day, while in Hau Nghia 
Province in the Republic of 
Vietnam, Sargent threw himself 
on two enemy hand grenades, 
saving the lives of the platoon 
sergeant and forward observer 
and prevented the injury or death 
of several other nearby 
comrades.



Corporal Larry Eugene Smedley
(March 4, 1949–December 21, 1967) 
was a United States Marine who was 
posthumously awarded the United 
States' highest military decoration —
the Medal of Honor — for his heroic 
actions in December 1967 in Quang 
Nam Province, Republic of Vietnam.

Larry Eugene Smedley was born on 
March 4, 1949 in Front Royal, 
Virginia. He attended elementary 
schools in Berryville, Virginia; 
Augusta, Georgia; Union Park, 
Florida; and Howard Junior High 
School in Union Park, leaving the 
latter in 1964.

On Dec. 21, 1967, while on patrol in Quang Nam Province, he was mortally 
wounded in the action for which he earned the Medal of Honor. He 
fearlessly led a charge against an enemy machine gun emplacement, firing 
his rifle and throwing grenades until he was again struck by enemy fire and 
knocked to the ground. Gravely wounded and weak from loss of blood, he 
rose and commenced a one-man assault overtaking the enemy position. 



Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial



The 350th anniversary (1957) of 
the settling of Jamestown was 
celebrated in booklets like this 
one (left). In it, then President 

Dwight D. Eisenhower was 
quoted:

“It is important for us to call to 
memory the great achievements 
of our forefathers in hewing out 
of the wilderness a new nation. 

The founding of the first 
permanent english settlement in 
1607 at Jamestown, Virginia; the 

establishment there of the (1) 
first representative form of 

government in the New World; 
the (2) flowering of Colonial 

culture at Williamsburg, and the 
(3) winning of American 

independence at Yorktown are 
important milestones in our 

nation’s history.”



“Building the Jamestown Fort in May, 1607” 
(Sidney King Painting – NPS Collection)



A Young Queen Elizabeth II and her 
Prince Philip touring Jamestown in 
1957 for America’s 350th Anniversary 
(below) on the Queen’s first visit to 
America at age 30

The Queen (at 80) walks near the replica 
of one of 3 ships (i.e., Susan Constant) 
that brought British settlers to 
Jamestown in 1607 as she tours the 
settlement at the 400th Anniversary 
(right) in 2007



Cuban Missile Crisis (14 days in October, 1962)

The “October Crisis” in Cuba was a confrontation between the Soviet Union, 
Cuba and the United States in October 1962, during the Cold War. In 
September 1962, the Cuban and Soviet governments began to surreptitiously 
build bases in Cuba for a number of medium- and intermediate-range ballistic 
nuclear missiles (MRBMs and IRBMs) with the ability to strike most of the 
continental United States. This action followed US deployment (1958) of Thor 
IRBMs in the UK and Jupiter IRBMs to Italy and Turkey in 1961; more than 
100 U.S.-built missiles having the capability to strike Moscow with nuclear 
warheads. 
On October 14, 1962, a 
United States U-2 
photoreconnaissance 
plane captured 
photographic proof 
(right) of Soviet missile 
bases under 
construction in Cuba. 
US President Kennedy 
considered attacking 
Cuba via air and sea; 
but, settled on a military 
"quarantine" of Cuba.  



The Cuban Missile Crisis ended on October 28, 1962 when US President 
John F. Kennedy and United Nations Secretary-General U Thant reached an 
agreement with Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev to dismantle the offensive 
weapons and return them to the Soviet Union, subject to United Nations 
verification, in exchange for an agreement by the United States to never 
invade Cuba.

Cuban missile crisis: U.S. destroyer (left) intercepting a missile-carrying 
Soviet cargo ship (right)



President John F. Kennedy 
riding in a car with his wife 
and Governor John Connally 
of Texas just before he was 
assassinated in Dallas, Texas 
on November 22, 1963 at 
12:30 p.m

Eternal flame at Kennedy’s grave 
site in Arlington National Cemetery

Jack Ruby (right) kills Lee 
Harvey Oswald (JFK’s alleged 
assassin) while he was in police 
custody before his trial in TX



The original Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel was built between 1960 and 1964. It 
connects between Cape Charles, VA on the Delmarva Peninsula, and the 
cities of Virginia Beach and Norfolk in southeastern Virginia. Prior to the 
bridge-tunnel’s construction, one could either take a ferry (which, despite making 
as many as 90 crossings a day, was not enough to fulfill demand) or take existing 
highways up the coast of Virginia to the north end of the peninsula, a trip which is 
about 90 miles longer than the bridge. 

Ship navigating through one of the 
submerged tunnel sections of the 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel

The 17.6 -mile 
Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge-Tunnel 
connects Virginia 
Beach to Virginia's 
Eastern Shore. (i.e., 
Delmarva 
Peninsula)

DelMarVa 
Peninsula

Chesapeake 
Bay Bridge-

Tunnel



Opening on April 15, 1964, the Bridge-Tunnel was 
selected "One of the Seven Engineering Wonders of 
the Modern World". In 1965, it was distinguished as 
"The Outstanding Civil Engineering Achievement" 
by the American Society of Civil Engineers



The 17.6 mile over-and-under water 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel opened 
to traffic April 15, 1964. It received an 
award as the outstanding engineering 
achievement of the year.

The bridge-tunnel, which required three 
and a half years to construct, was built 
by a joint venture of four contractors 
with Tidewater Construction Corporation 
as sponsor. The others were Merritt-
Chapman and Scott Corporation, 
Raymond International, Inc. and Peter 
Kiewit Sons' Company. Sverdrup and 
Parcel, Consulting Engineers, designed 
the project. The Bridge-Tunnel 
combines more than 17 miles of 
concrete trestle, two mile-long 
tunnels, four man-made islands, two 
steel bridges and two miles of earth-
filled causeway. In addition, there are 
five miles of approach road on shore. 

Shown here under 
construction



The Crooked Road, Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail, winds 
through the mountains of Southwest Virginia. Here, the 
Bluegrass, Old Time, and Traditional Country music is as 
beautiful and rugged as the landscape itself. 





Ralph and Carter Stanley were born 
in Dickenson County, Virginia, and 
began performing as the Stanley 
Brothers and the Clinch Mountain 
Boys in 1946. The Stanley Brother's 
recorded for Mercury in 1953 and 
then, in 1958, switched to Starday 
and King. 

The Stanley Brothers' mountain 
sound was popular in the folk 
revival of the 60's with the group 
appearing at events like the 
Chicago Folk Festival. In 1966, the 
group was the first bluegrass group 
to perform before the European 
audiences, touring eight European 
countries as the "Festival of 
American Folk and Country Music." 

Their original recording of "Angel 
Band" was featured on "Oh Brother 
Where Art Thou?" soundtrack. 

Ralph Stanley Museum in Clintwood, VA



Ralph Stanley II is the son of the 
legendary Dr. Ralph Stanley. True to his 
family roots as a native Virginian from 
Coeburn, he lives in the mountains of 
Southwest Virginia and tours as the lead 
singer and rhythm guitarist for the 
Clinch Mountain Boys. "Listen To My 
Hammer Ring" was Ralph's II's first 
project in 1999 which featured the 
mountain classic "Katie Daley." 

His CD "The Stanley Blues" is a tribute 
to his late uncle Carter and his father, 
the original Stanley Brothers. The CD 
also features a Southwest Virginia coal 
mining song about a mining tragedy, 
"Daddy's Dinner Bucket," written by Bill 
Jones and Roy Dockery. The project was 
recorded in Nashville and at Maggard 
Recording Studio in Big Stone Gap, 
Virginia. The "Stanley Blues" CD was a 
2003 Grammy nominee for Bluegrass 
Album of the Year including “Aint It 
Hard”



The Statler Brothers, from left, 
clockwise: Phil Balsley, Don Reid, 
Jimmy Fortune, Harold Reid

Statler Brothers (Country Music Hall 
of Fame -- 2008 -- for Prominence 
Between World War II and 1975)

As teenagers, baritone vocalist Phil 
Balsley (born Aug. 8, 1939), tenor 
vocalist Lew DeWitt (born Mar. 8, 1938) 
and bass vocalist Harold Reid (born 
Aug. 21, 1939) formed a church group in 
their hometown of Staunton, Va. 

in 1955. Don Reid (born June 5, 1945), 
Harold’s younger brother, joined the 
group as lead singer in 1960 and they 
christened themselves the Kingsmen. 
The group began singing Country Music 
with their tight, gospel harmonies and 
built a following in the region. 

Because another group called the 
Kingsmen were popular around that 
time, the quartet changed its name to the 
“Statler Brothers” after a box of Statler 
tissues



For more than 40 years, the Statler 
Brothers were among the most 
honored acts in Country Music. In 
1964, Johnny Cash engaged the 
foursome as an opener for his road 
show. The Statlers worked with Cash for 
nearly eight years. Their first hit, 
"Flowers on the Wall," topped the 
country and the pop charts. Though they 
faced competition from the Beatles and 
the Supremes, the Statler Brothers won 
the 1965 Grammy Award for best pop 
song.  Among their awards are: nine 
CMA Awards for Vocal Group of the Year 
(1972-1977, 1979, 1980, 1984); three 
Grammy Awards (1965 Best New 
Country and Western Group, 1965 Best 
Contemporary Performance by a Group 
and 1972 Best Country Performance by 
a Duo or Group); three American Music 
Awards for Country Group of theYear 
(1979-1981); and 48 Music City News 
Awards, and 3 Entertainer of the Year 
Awards (1985-1987). 



In 1963, Evelyn T. Butts
and her attorney, Joseph 
A. Jordan, Jr., brought suit 
in the Federal District 
Court in Virginia and 
fought her case to the US 
Supreme Court which 
declared Virginia’s Poll 
Tax unconstitutional. The 
1966 court ruling found 
that the VA Poll Tax 
violated the equal 
protection clause of the 
14th Amendment to the US 
Constitution. 

[The 24th Amendment to 
the U.S. constitution was 
ratified in 1964 and made it 
illegal for any state to use 
payment of taxes as a 
requirement to vote in the 
national elections.] 



In November 1963, Evelyn Butts 
(a MS Principal from Norfolk, VA) 
filed the first suit in federal court 
challenging the constitutionality 
of the poll tax that Virginia 
imposed as a prerequisite to 
voter registration. Annie E. 
Harper and others from Fairfax 
County later filed a second suit, 
both of which reached the United 
States Supreme Court. US 
Solicitor General Thurgood 
Marshall argued in support of 
Butts' assertions that the poll tax 
placed an unfair and 
unconstitutional financial burden 
on voter registration. On 24 
March 1966, the US Supreme 
Court ruled (6:3) in the combined 
cases called Harper v. Virginia 
State Board of Elections that the 
poll tax was unconstitutional as 
Butts had originally claimed. Evelyn T. Butts (standing) and her 

attorney, Joseph A. Jordan, Jr.



Poll Tax Time-line

Nov. 1963 – Evelyn Butts files suit against the Va poll tax

January 23, 1964 - The Twenty-fourth Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution is ratified, guaranteeing that the right to vote in any 
federal election "shall not be denied or abridged by the United States 
or any State by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax."

March 1964 - Annie E. Harper and three other people from Fairfax 
County file a federal suit against the Virginia poll tax. Their case was 
combined with that of Evelyn Butts before the US Supreme Court.

August 6, 1965 - The Voting Rights Act of 1965 makes imposition of 
the poll tax as a prerequisite for voting a violation of federal law.

March 1966 - In the case of Harper v. Virginia State Board of 
Elections, the U.S. Supreme Court declares the Virginia poll tax 
unconstitutional.

1970 - The Virginia Constitution of 1970 omits authorization for the 
General Assembly to make payment of a poll tax a prerequisite for 
voting.



Mildred Loving and her husband Richard of Central Point, VA brought the US 
Supreme Court case of Loving v. Commonwealth of Virginia which struck down 
laws against “miscegenation” (i.e., the mixing of different racial groups through 
marriage, cohabitation, sexual relations, and procreation) nationwide on June 
12, 1967.  (Richard died in a 1975 car accident and Mildred died in 2008. They 
had 3 children: Sidney, Donald, and Peggy.) 



School Desegregation

By 1968, the continued slow 
pace of school integration was 
frustrating the federal courts. In 
New Kent County, most black 
students voluntarily chose to 
attend the George W. Watkins 
School (i.e., an all-black school) 
instead of New Kent High 
School (i.e., an all-white school).  
However, Calvin Green, a black 
parent, sued the county school 
system to force a more radical 
desegregation scheme. 

Green v. County School Board of New Kent County, (1968) was an important 
United States Supreme Court case dealing with “Freedom of choice” plans 
created to comply with the mandate in Brown II. The Court held that New Kent 
County's freedom of choice plan did not constitute adequate compliance with 
the school board's responsibility to determine a system of admission to public 
schools on a non-racial basis. The Supreme Court mandated that the school 
board must formulate new plans and steps towards realistically converting to 
a desegregated system (e.g., “Forced School Busing”)

Children boarding Prince Edward Co. school bus, Aug. 1964



On September 4, 1970, Norfolk 
public schools reopened under 
a court-ordered desegregation 
plan. 

White students began arriving 
by bus at the formerly all-black 
Booker T. Washington High 
School. 

President Richard Nixon spoke 
out against "forced busing," but 
ironically, more schools were 
desegregated during his first 
term than in all eight years of 
the Kennedy and Johnson 
administrations. 

By 1970, a higher percentage of 
southern schools were 
desegregated (38.1 percent) 
than northern schools (27.7 
percent). Courtesy Richmond 
Times-Dispatch

White students arrive at Booker T. 
Washington HS in compliance with a 
court-ordered “forced busing” plan



Man Walks on the Moon – July 1969



Apollo 11 is the designation of the space flight that landed the first humans 
on Earth's Moon on July 20, 1969. The mission, carried out by the United 
States, is considered a major accomplishment in the history of exploration 
and represented a victory for the U.S. in the Cold War Space Race with the 
Soviet Union.
Launched from Florida on July 16, the third lunar mission of NASA's Apollo 
program (and the only G-type mission) was crewed by Commander Neil Alden 
Armstrong, Command Module Pilot Michael Collins, and Lunar Module Pilot 
Edwin Eugene "Buzz" Aldrin, Jr. 

On July 20, Armstrong and Aldrin landed in the Sea of Tranquility and on July 
21 became the first humans to walk on the Moon. Their landing craft, Eagle, 
spent 21 hours and 31 minutes on the lunar surface while Collins orbited 
above in the command ship, Columbia.  The three astronauts returned to 
Earth with 47.5 pounds (21.5 kg) of lunar rocks and landed in the Pacific 
Ocean on July 24.

Apollo 11 fulfilled U.S. President John F. Kennedy's goal of reaching the moon 
before the Soviet Union by the end of the 1960s, which he had expressed 
during a 1961 mission statement before the United States Congress: "I believe 
that this nation should commit itself to achieving the goal, before this decade 
is out, of landing a man on the Moon and returning him safely to the Earth."



Left to right: Armstrong, Collins, Aldrin  (Top Rt) 
Aldrin near LM   (Btm Rt) Armstrong at LM



NASA’s Astronauts with Virginia Connections

Born in Va               Va Hometown    Attended College/Univ. in Virginia

Wisoff, Peter J. K., (pictured at right), was 
born August 16, 1958, in Norfolk, Virginia. 
He got his Bachelor of Science in physics 
from the University of Virginia and a Master 
of Science and Doctor of Philosophy in 
applied physics from Stanford University.

He had the longest time in space of any 
astronaut with Virginia connections (i.e., on 
4 missions he had more than 1,063 hours in 
space- including EVA time of  more than 19 
hours.)



Astronauts in Space Flights Space Hrs    Eva Time
Gardner, Guy S. STS 27, 35 320

Reightler, Kenneth S., Jr. STS 36, 49, 62 654 17

McBride, Jon A. STS 41-G 197

Bowersox, Kenneth D. STS 50, 61,73,82,113 211 13

Wisoft, Peter, J. K. STS 57, 68, 81, 92 1,063 19

Readdy, Wm. F. STS 68, 82,103, 110 672 49

Edwards, J. F. ,Jr STS 89 211

Phillips, John L. STS 100 283

Forrester, Patrick G. STS 105 285 11

Brown, David M. STS 107 382

STS107-735-032 (16 January – 1 February 
2003) --- The STS-107 crewmembers strike 
a ‘flying’ pose for their traditional in-flight 
crew portrait in the SPACEHAB Research 
Double Module (RDM) aboard the Space 
Shuttle Columbia. In the top row on the 
left wearing a blue shirt, is astronaut 
David M. Brown of Virginia who died in 
the shuttle re-entry accident.



The Virginia Constitution of 1970 

The 6th Virginia State Constitution was 
approved by the General Assembly, 
ratified by voters in Nov. of 1970, and 
became effective on July 1, 1971. 

The 1971 Constitution was the fifth 
complete revision of Virginia's 
fundamental law since 1776 -- other 
complete revisions having been 
effective in 1830, 1851, 1870, and 1902

There were four proposals on the 
November ballot--a general question
containing the main body of the revised 
Constitution and three separate 
questions (one repealing the 
constitutional prohibition on lotteries, 
and two dealing with borrowing by the 
Commonwealth).

Constitutional changes:

Proposal No. 1, generally revised the 
Constitution and omitted 
authorization for the General 
Assembly to make payment of a 
poll tax a prerequisite for voting

Proposal No. 2, repealing Section 60 
of the previous Constitution (i.e., 
preventing lotteries)

Proposal No. 3, which now appears 
as Article X, Section 9(b) authorizing 
“General obligation debt for capital 
projects and a sinking fund”

Proposal No. 4, which now appears 
as Article X, Section 9(c) authorizing 
“Debt for certain revenue-producing 
capital projects”



Virginia-bred Secretariat by Bold Ruler out 
of Somethingroyal by Princequillo – a 
Chestnut Horse born Mar 30, 1970 died 1989

In 1973, Secretariat won the Triple Crown 
with an Earth-shattering victory in the 
Belmont Stakes. He not only broke the 
record for that race (by over 2 seconds), but 
he broke the world record for that distance 
(1 1/2 miles.) He won by an astounding 31 
lengths.



Secretariat (March 30, 1970 – October 4, 1989) 
was an American Thoroughbred racehorse, who 
in 1973 became the first U.S. Triple Crown 
champion in twenty-five years, setting new race 
records in two of the three events in the 
Series—the Kentucky Derby (1:59 2/5), and the 
Belmont Stakes (2:24)—records that still stand 
today.

Secretariat was the son of Bold Ruler (a 
grandson of Nearco) out of Somethingroyal. He 
was foaled at Meadow Farm in Caroline County, 
Virginia. Like the equally famous horse Man o' 
War, Secretariat was a large chestnut colt and 
was given the same nickname, "Big Red."

Owned by Penny Chenery (Rt after KY Derby), 
he was trained by Lucien Laurin and mainly 
ridden by fellow Canadian jockey Ron Turcotte, 
along with apprentice jockey Paul Feliciano (first 
two races), and veteran Eddie Maple (last race). 
He raced in Penny Chenery's Meadow Stable's 
blue and white checkered colors and his groom 
was Eddie Sweat. 



Nixon Resigns – Aug. 9, 1974 under Congressional pressure for his actions 
in the Watergate affair from which he was pardoned by President Ford

President Nixon (left) leaves the White House on 
his Presidential Helicopter; Pres. Gerald Ford 
(right), who became the 38th president after Nixon 
resigned, was the only unelected president in US 
history having been appointed as Vice-President

Richard M. Nixon was the 37th president of 
the United States of America and the only 
one to have resigned from office. He was the 
president from 1969 to 1974.

Nixon’s resignation letter 
was accepted by Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger 



Arthur Ashe Wins Wimbledon 
Singles Championship in 1975

Arthur Ashe was the first African-
American to win the men's singles 
title at Wimbledon, defeating Jimmy 
Connors in 4 sets: 6-1, 6-1, 5-7, 6-4.

Arthur Robert Ashe Jr. was born on 
July 10, 1943, in Richmond, Virginia. 
Ashe attended Richmond City Public 
Schools and received a diploma 
from Maggie L. Walker HS in 1961. 
He graduated from UCLA with a BA 
in business administration in 1965.



Dumas Malone Won 
1975 Pulitzer Prize for 

Letters in History
with

Jefferson and His 
Time (6 vol)

[Malone previously 
received a 1968 

Interpretive Research 
Award] 

Annie Dillard

At age 29, she won the 1975 
Pulitzer Prize for

Pilgrim at Tinker Creek

Dillard attended Hollins 
College in Roanoke, Virginia 



In 1979, Kylene Barker (right)  
became the first Miss Virginia to 
become Miss America. She began her 
run to the crown by first winning the 
Miss Pulaski Co. pageant. 

Nicole Johnson (below) became the 
second winner from the commonwealth 
in 1999. Nicole has served as an 
international spokesperson for diabetes 
issues.





Scott, Eva F. (R) Represented Amelia 
Co. in Virginia’s State Senate              

(1980 – 1984)

In 1980, Eva F. Scott (top right) was the 
first woman to become a member of the 
Senate of Virginia.  She served in the 
House of Delegates as an Independent 
representing the 31st District from 1972-
1979 before becoming a state senator.

In 1982, Evelyn M. Hailey joined Senator 
Scott; and they both served through 
1983. It was not until four years later, in 
1988, that three other women became 
members of the Senate. Since that time, 
women have won Senate seats in each 
major election.

In 2008, eight members (right) of the 
forty-member Senate were women. 
Seven of the women were members of 
the Democratic Party; Senator Vogel 
was a member of the Republican Party.



Despite their monumentality, all three 
of the novels for which William Styron 
of Newport News is famous — “Lie 
Down in Darkness,” “The Confessions 
of Nat Turner” (1965) and “Sophie’s 
Choice” (1979) — derive their power 
from his capacity to combine intimate 
experience with an authoritative grasp 
of 20th-century history. 

Styron was bold enough, despite 
being a white, Protestant Southerner, 
to write from the point of view of a 
black slave (Nat Turner) and to enter 
the imagination of a Polish woman 
(Sophie) who survived Auschwitz. 

1968 Pulitzer Prize for Confessions of 
Nat Turner

“Sophie’s Choice” became a major 
motion picture winning “Best Actress” 
award for Meryl Streep in 1982

William Styron (Younger – Older)



Tom Wolfe – The Right Stuff 
(1979)

Thomas Kennerly Wolfe, Jr. was 
born and raised in Richmond, 
Virginia and made a name for 
himself in the 1960s by 
chronicling the counter-culture 
in books like The Electric Kool-
Aid Acid Test . That background 
made his terrific book, The 
Right Stuff, about heroism 
during the early years of the 
American space program, all the 
more surprising. 

This book appeared when the 
United States still felt the 
malaise of the Watergate 
scandal and just days after the 
Iranian hostage crisis began. 
The Right Stuff reminds readers 
of the tremendous risks taken 
by test pilots like Chuck Yeager, 
Gus Grissom, and John Glenn. 

The film, based on the the non-fiction novel 
"The Right Stuff" by Tom Wolfe, highlights the 
best parts of the book, giving a spectacular 
look at the Mercury astronauts, test piloting, 
and America's race for space. Nominated for 8 
academy awards, it won 4 awards in 1983.



Mary Sue Terry (above) takes the oath 
of office as Attorney General of 
Virginia. Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Nathaniel Terry, are next to her. (Terry 
won re-election in 1989, but failed in 
her run for the governorship in 1993) 

Mary Sue Terry (D) of Patrick Co. is 1st woman to win state-wide election in Virginia 
as Attorney General of the Commonwealth (1985)



Berlin Wall Coming Down 
Nov. 9, 1989 

President Ronald 
Reagan at the Berlin 
Wall, June 12, 1987, 
said: “Mr. Gorbachev, 
Tear Down This Wall”



1st War against Iraq called the “Persian Gulf War” (Aug. 2, 1990 – Feb. 28, 1991)

The Persian Gulf War (commonly referred to as “Desert Storm”) (August 2, 
1990 – February 28, 1991), was a war waged by a U.N.-authorized coalition 
force from thirty-four nations led by the United States, against Iraq.  The 
invasion of Kuwait by Iraqi troops that began 2 August 1990 was met with 
international condemnation, and brought immediate economic sanctions 
against Iraq by members of the UN Security Council. U.S. President George H. 
W. Bush deployed American forces to Saudi Arabia and urged other countries 
to send their own forces to the scene. 

General H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, Jr. and 
President George H. W. 
Bush visit U.S. troops in 
Saudi Arabia on 
Thanksgiving Day, 1990 

Hiway of Death 
for Iraqi Troops

Coalition Aircraft Attacking over 
Iraq/Kuwait



The initial conflict to expel Iraqi troops from Kuwait began with an aerial 
bombardment on 17 January 1991. This was followed by a ground assault on 
23 February. This was a decisive victory for the coalition forces, who 
liberated Kuwait and advanced into Iraqi territory. The coalition ceased their 
advance, and declared a cease-fire 100 hours after the ground campaign 
started. Aerial and ground combat was confined to Iraq, Kuwait, and areas on 
the border of Saudi Arabia. However, Iraq launched missiles against coalition 
military targets in Saudi Arabia.

Saudi Arabia

Iran

Iraq



Lawrence Douglas Wilder – 66th Governor 
of Virginia -- January 14, 1990 – January 
15, 1994

Wilder was elected the 1st black governor
in America on November 8, 1989, 
defeating Republican Marshall Coleman 
by a spread of less than half a percent. 
The closeness of the margin prompted a 
recount, which certified Wilder's victory. 
He was sworn in on January 13, 1990 by 
former U.S. Supreme Court Justice Lewis 
F. Powell, Jr.. During his tenure as 
governor, Wilder worked on crime and 
gun control initiatives. He also worked to 
fund Virginia's transportation initiatives, 
effectively lobbying the US Congress to 
reallocate Federal highway monies to 
those states (e.g., VA) with the greatest 
needs. 

In May 1990, Wilder ordered state agencies and universities to divest themselves 
of any investments in South Africa because of its then policy of apartheid, 
making Virginia the first southern state to take such action.  During his term, 
Wilder carried out Virginia's law on capital punishment (i.e.,14 executions by the 
electric chair, including the controversial case of Roger Keith Coleman).



US Supreme Court rules “all male” admission policy at VMI was unconstitutional

In 1997, a Supreme Court ruling 
forced Virginia Military Institute 
(VMI), the last publicly 
financed, all-male school in the 
country, to admit women. 
[picture of male and female 
cadets at VMI (right) taken from 
Washington Post – Oct. 15, 
2009]

United States Supreme Court  ruled 7-1 in United States v. Virginia that the male-
only admissions policy at the publicly financed Virginia Military Institute 
violated the equal protection clause of the Fourteenth amendment and that 
Virginia's creation of the Virginia's Women's Institution for Leadership (VWIL) at 
Mary Baldwin, a private, all-female college, was an inadequate attempt to 
remedy the Constitutional violation. Justice Thomas did not participate because 
his son attended VMI; but, Sandra Day O’Connor (the first female Justice of the 
US Supreme Court) joined the majority in its decision. 



In 1998,  Moses Malone of Petersburg, VA was named one of the NBA’s top 50 
players of all-time

Moses Eugene Malone (born March 23, 1955 in Petersburg, Virginia) is a retired 
American Hall of Fame basketball player who starred in both the American Basketball 
Association and the National Basketball Association. A three-time NBA MVP and one of 
the NBA's 50 greatest players of all-time, Malone was the most successful prep-to-pro 
player of his era, going straight from Petersburg High (1973 & 1974 VA State 
Champions) to a twenty-one year career in professional basketball. By the time Malone 
retired after 19 seasons in the NBA, he held numerous distinctions in both leagues, 
including a championship ring and NBA finals trophy won with the 1983 Philadelphia 
76ers.

At Petersburg HS



By 2000, the Virginia Commonwealth’s population grew to almost 8 million         
(12th largest state in the country)
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On Sept. 11, 2001, 19 Al-Qaeda terrorists hijacked 
four commercial passenger jet airliners. 

The hijackers intentionally crashed two of the 
airliners into the Twin Towers of the World Trade 
Center in New York City, killing everyone on board 
and many others working in the buildings. Both 
buildings collapsed within two hours, destroying 
nearby buildings and damaging others. 

The hijackers crashed a third airliner into the 
Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia, just outside 
Washington, D.C. 

The fourth plane crashed into a field near 
Shanksville in rural Pennsylvania after some of its 
passengers and flight crew attempted to retake 
control of the plane, which the hijackers had 
redirected toward Washington, D.C. 

There were no survivors from any of the flights.
The death toll of the attacks was 2,995, 
including the 19 hijackers.

19 Al-Qaeda Terrorists



September 12, 2001: “U.S. ATTACKED” 
screams the famous Times headline to 
a shocked American populace. 
“HIJACKED JETS DESTROY TWIN 
TOWERS AND HIT PENTAGON IN DAY 
OF TERROR.” “President Vows to 
Exact Punishment for ‘Evil’”  

The Times says that, in part, “The 
attacks seemed carefully coordinated. 
The hijacked planes were all en route to 
California, and therefore gorged with 
fuel, and their departures were spaced 
within and hour and 40 minutes.”

Al-Qaeda hijackers crashed two 
airliners into the Twin Towers of the 
World Trade Center in New York City, 
killing everyone on board and many 
others working in the buildings. Both 
buildings collapsed within two 
hours, destroying nearby buildings 
and damaging others. 



“Crescent of Embrace”, a design 
featuring a chapel, tower with 40 wind 
chimes, 40 memorial maple groves, 
and a beautifully designed landscape, 
was selected for the Flight 93 
Memorial dedicated to the 40 people 
lost on 9/11/2001 in PA.  The 
Memorial, designed by Paul Murdoch 
Architects of Los Angeles, CA with 
Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape 
Architects of Charlottesville, Virginia 
is to be completed by 9/11/2011. 



On Sept. 11th, 2001, a Jetliner commandeered by terrorists killed 184 at Pentagon

Washington Post Graphic



Students Viewed the



Aerial View of Pentagon Damage 
9/14/2001



One hundred eighty-four joint service 
troops unveil the Pentagon Memorial in 
Arlington, VA. The national memorial is the 
first to be dedicated to those killed at the 
Pentagon on Sept. 11, 2001. The site 
contains 184 inscribed memorial sculptures 
honoring the 59 people aboard American 
Airlines Flight 77 and the 125 people in the 
building who lost their lives that day. [U.S. 
Navy photo by Mass Communication 
Specialist 2nd Class Molly A. Burgess]

The 
Pentagon 
Memorial 
at Night



On Oct. 7, 2001, US began a war against Al-Qeada Terrorists in Afghanistan

The War in Afghanistan is a coalition conflict which began on October 7, 2001, 
as the US military's Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) that was launched, 
along with the British military, in response to the September 11, 2001 attacks 
on the US. The character of the war evolved from a violent struggle against Al-
Qaeda and its Taliban supporters to a complex counter-insurgency effort.  
June 7, 2010, marked the 104th month of US military engagement in 
Afghanistan, making it the longest war in the history of the United States 
(American involvement in the Vietnam War lasted 103 months)

Afgan “Freedom Fighters” 

The 1,000th American Casualty



The stated aim of the invasion of Afghanistan was to find Osama bin Laden
and other high-ranking Al-Qaeda members to be put on trial, to destroy the 
whole organization of Al-Qaeda, and to remove the Taliban regime which 
supported and gave safe harbor to Al-Qaeda. The George W. Bush 
administration stated that, as policy, it would not distinguish between 
terrorist organizations and nations or governments that harbor them. [The 
United Nations did not authorize the US-led invasion of Afghanistan.] 

Osama bin Mohammed bin Awad bin Laden (above-left) was born March 10, 1957 and is a member of the prominent 
Saudi bin Laden family and the founding leader of the militant Islamist organization “al-Qaeda”, best known for the 
September 11 attacks on the United States and numerous other mass-casualty attacks against civilian targets 

Al-Qaeda (flag of terrorists 
in Iraq at left) is a militant 
Islamist group founded 
sometime between August 
1988 and late 1989. It 
operates as a network 
comprising both a 
multinational, stateless arm 
and a fundamentalist Sunni 
movement calling for global 
Jihad (i.e., Islamic war). 

(Left - Taliban police in 
Afghanistan, Spring 2001)



On March 20, 2003, US began another war against Saddam Hussein and Al-
Qeada Terrorists in Iraq

The Iraq War, also known as the Occupation of Iraq, The Second Gulf War, Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, or Operation New Dawn, is an ongoing military campaign which began on March 
20, 2003 with the invasion of Iraq by a multinational force led by troops from the United 
States and the United Kingdom. [Photos Left, Clockwise: a joint patrol in Samarra; the 
toppling of the Saddam Hussein statue in Firdos Square; an Iraqi Army soldier readies his 
rifle during an assault; an IED (improvised explosive device) detonates in South Baghdad. ]

At the United Nations, US Secretary of 
State Colin Powell (shown with a 
mock vial of anthrax) made the US 
case against Saddam Hussein’s Iraq 
(i.e., that they had weapons of mass 
destruction and might use them)



US Bombing Baghdad at the Start of War in Iraq



US troops fighting in Iraq & Iraqi 
Soldiers Raising the “White Flag”



Statue of Saddam Hussein was toppled in Baghdad's Firdos Square, on 
April 9, 2003, following the Capture of Baghdad by U.S-led invasion forces

[Sgt. Nick Popaditch of the US 1st Tank 
Battalion grinning and smoking a stogie as 
Hussein’s statue falls in the background]



Hussein (below right) Before the War When He was Captured



High voter turnout (see ink on voting fingers) in the Iraqi election of 2005 
buoyed the mood of both the US-led Coalition Forces and the Iraqi public. 



A “defiant” Hussein stands Trial for 
“capital crimes against his people” 
while in power .  Found “guilty”,  he is 
hanged by the new Iraqi government.



President Obama plans to draw down nearly two-thirds of U.S. forces in Iraq by 
August 2010 but may keep as many as 50,000 troops in Iraq until 2011.
The residual forces will serve in a training or advisory role to the Iraqi military; 
but, all U.S. troops should be out of Iraq by December 31, 2011, under an 
agreement the Bush administration signed with the Iraqi government in 2008. 

US Troops on 
Patrol in Baghdad



The Medal of Honor has 
been bestowed on 
3,447 men and one woman 
since President Abraham 
Lincoln signed it into law 
on Dec. 21, 1861. It is 
reserved for those who are 
distinguished "by gallantry 
and intrepidity at the risk of 
their lives above and 
beyond the call of duty 
while engaged in an action 
against an enemy of the 
United States." 

The first six service 
members to receive the 
Medal of Honor – all 
posthumously  since the 
global war on terror began 
following the Sept. 11, 2001 
attacks on the United 
States – are pictured at 
right.



Heroes of the War in Iraq

[The Iraq War, also known as the Second Gulf War, Operation Iraqi Freedom 
(US), Operation TELIC (UK) or the occupation of Iraq, is an ongoing conflict 
which began on March 20, 2003 with the United States-led invasion of Iraq 
by a multinational coalition composed of U.S. and U.K. troops supported by 
smaller contingents from Australia, Poland, and other nations.] 

Four service members have received the Medal of Honor for actions in Iraq; 
two from the Army, one from the Marine Corps and one from the Navy. Paul 
R. Smith was the first to receive it for his actions on April 4, 2003 when he 
held enemy forces back, allowing other wounded soldiers to be evacuated to 
safety. The other three, Corporal Jason Dunham of the Marine Corps, 
Specialist Ross A. McGinnis of the Army and Master-at-Arms Second Class 
Michael A. Monsoor of the Navy received it after being killed while using 
their own bodies to smother grenades to protect their comrades.

A fifth Medal of Honor was recommended by the Marine Corps for Sergeant 
Rafael Peralta, who was also killed after smothering a grenade with his body. 
The request was denied by Secretary of Defense Robert Gates and Peralta 
received the second highest award for bravery a Marine can receive, the 
Navy Cross, instead. Members of his family, Congress and the Marine Corps 
continue to request that Peralta be reconsidered for the Medal of Honor.





Kevin Powers (author of 2012 National Book Award Finalist
for Fiction – “The Yellow Birds”) was born and raised in
Richmond, VA. In 2004 and 2005 he served with the U.S. Army
in Mosul and Tal Afar, Iraq. He studied English at Virginia
Commonwealth University after his honorable discharge and
received an M.F.A. in Poetry from the Michener Center for
Writers at the University of Texas at Austin in 2012.

The Yellow Birds 

"The war tried to kill us in the spring," begins this breathtaking
account of friendship and loss.

With profound emotional insight, especially into the effects of a
hidden war on mothers and families at home, The Yellow Birds
is a ground-breaking novel set in Iraq and written about the costs
of war.

Kevin Powers joined the Army when he was 17 and
served as a machine-gunner in Iraq in 2004 and 2005.
Drawing upon those experiences, he has written a
remarkable first novel, one that stands with Tim
O’Brien’s enduring Vietnam book, The Things They
Carried, as a classic of contemporary war fiction

Bartle, the novel’s narrator, remembers that he and his
fellow soldiers “stayed awake on amphetamines and
fear,”trying to “stay alert” to “stay alive.” He talks about
being taught to “get small” when there are incoming
mortars, and about the “noise and light discipline” that
the platoon employs on a march, putting black electrical
tape over shiny, metallic gear and making sure nothing
makes a sound. Most memorably, he talks about how
pointless the war in Iraq often seems to men on the
ground. 



War in Afghanistan

The War in Afghanistan, which began on October 7, 2001, was launched by 
the United States, the United Kingdom, and NATO allies in response to the 
September 11, 2001 attacks. It was the beginning of the War on Terrorism. 
The stated purpose of the invasion was to capture Osama bin Laden, destroy 
al-Qaeda, and remove the Taliban regime which had provided support and 
safe harbor to al-Qaeda.  

Since 2001 four American service-members (three of those received the 
medal posthumously) have received the Medal of Honor for actions in 
Afghanistan. Sergeant First Class Jared C. Monti received his medal for 
being killed after attempting to rescue a wounded soldier who had been 
wounded by insurgent forces. Lieutenant Michael P. Murphy received his for 
actions against insurgent forces and for sacrificing his life to call for help 
when his team had been overwhelmed by a much larger enemy force Army 
Staff Sergeant Robert James Miller's surviving family was presented with his 
medal on October 6, 2010.  The fourth recipient, Salvatore Giunta received 
his for his actions in 2007 when he risked his life to save a wounded 
comrade. He is the first living recipient since the Vietnam War. 

[On November 10, 2010, the Marine Corps also nominated Dakota Meyer for 
the Medal of Honor for actions on September 8, 2009, in nearby Kunar 
province.]





Commercial Space Program in 
Virginia
In July 2003, Governors Robert 
Ehrlich of Maryland and Mark Warner
of Virginia signed an agreement that 
directed the Secretary of Commerce 
and Trade of Virginia and the 
Secretary of Business and Economic 
Development of Maryland to form a 
working group to develop a concept 
and implementation plan for joint 
governance, operation and 
administration of the commercial 
spaceport at Wallops Island  on the 
DELMARVA Peninsula south of 
Chincoteac, Virginia (pictured at 
right). The spaceport, then known as 
the Virginia Space Flight Center, had 
been developed, with a combination 
of federal, state and private sector 
funding, by the Virginia Commercial 
Space Flight Authority (VCSFA).

The Mid-Atlantic Regional Spaceport
(MARS) is a commercial space launch facility 
located at the southern tip of NASA’s Wallops Flight 
Facility on the Delmarva Peninsula south of 
Chincoteague, Virginia



MARS is a full-service, FAA 
licensed spaceport, offering two 
medium/heavy lift launch pads for 
low earth orbit (LEO) access. 

Additionally, MARS clients have 
access to three suborbital rail 
launchers, dual bay horizontal 
integration facility, 
vehicle/payload storage, 
processing and launch facilities, 
a federal launch range and a 
cadre of experienced space 
technicians and engineers. 

Building upon a 55-year legacy of 
experience gained during over 
16,000 rockets launched from 
Wallops Flight Facility, MARS 
provides the best alternative for 
those seeking responsive, cost 
effective, reliable mission capable 
access to space

Recent Launches at Wallops



(1607-2007)



By 2007, Dr. William Kelso had retrieved over 800,000 artifacts from the 
rediscovered settlement site at Jamestown

(top) Kelso demonstrates how 
Archaeologists are using global 
positioning equipment to map 
the triangular fort that the first 
settlers built beside the James 
River.  (left) Kelso digging for 
artifacts and showing Queen 
Elizabeth II around the 
rediscovered Jamestown fort 
site during her visit to the 400th

Anniversary Celebration in 2007.



Barack Obama -- 1st black man to be elected President of the United States

The 56th presidential election campaign 
started with outgoing President George W. 
Bush's policies and actions as the key issues; 
but,  “change” and the “economy” eventually 
emerged as the main issues after the onset of 
the 2008 economic crisis.  Nine states (incl. 
Virginia) changed allegiance in 2008 from their 
preferred parties in the 2004 election. 

“Obama Wins”



General Ann Dunwoody, commander of 
the Army Materiel Command, has her 
new shoulder boards attached by her 
husband, Colonel Craig Brotchie.

Ann Dunwoody is the first 
woman in US military history to 
become a four-star general

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Friday, November 14th 2008, 8:01 
PM
WASHINGTON 

“From its humble beginning 33 
years ago at Fort Sill, Okla., the 
career of 55 year old Ann E. 
Dunwoody has ascending to a peak 
never before reached by a woman in 
the U.S. military: four-star general.  
At a Pentagon promotion ceremony 
Friday, Dunwoody added a fourth 
star and later, at Fort Belvoir, Va., —
her birthplace — she was sworn in 
as commander of the Army Materiel 
Command, responsible for 
equipping, outfitting and arming all 
soldiers.”



From 2008-2012, Americans were concerned about inflation, a recession, or a 
depression in the early 21st Century

After the 2008 election in America, more and more people found they were 
having real trouble paying their mortgages and putting food on the table as 
money dried up, home values plummeted, grocery prices escalated and 
petroleum prices sky rocketed.



The Unemployment Rate rose to 10% and dropped to 7.9%

******Period of “Job Growth”*******

******Period of ****
“Job Loss”

*Period of* 
“Economic 
Transition”



Watch-words tell Concerns 
about the American Economy





Bin Laden Found/Executed in Pakistan “Hide-out” – below – on May 1, 2011

The strike team that killed bin Laden was small, with limited weapons. But years 
of painstaking intelligence work provided that team with the precise location of Al  
Qaeda’s leader.

The result was a 40-minute operation that may rank as one of the greatest raids in 
US military history. Al Qaeda surely will live on. But the elimination of its 
inspiration and founder must still be a crushing blow to the Islamist organization, 
as the tenth anniversary of its September 11 attacks on America approaches.
“By any measure, the operation was a tremendous success,” says Rick Nelson, 
director of the homeland security and counterterrorism program at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies in Washington, DC.





Arab Spring -- 2011
Protests for “Democracy” in Squares 
throughout Egypt



The “People’s “ Protest



“Revolution” Succeeds in Libya  -- Supported by NATO/US  Air Strikes



The 2012 Election in America

Mitt Romney (R)
Barack Obama 
(D)



Final Results of Election  [Obama 332 * Romney 206]



Obama-Biden Win Re-election
Nov. 7, 2012
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